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F.0Q, BOX 210
RICHHOND, VIRGIHIA 2321&6=-3120

AUPTH. MEMO, HO. 121
July 2, 13494

INFTORMATIONAL
TO: Divielon Superintendents
FEOM: Wiliilam . Beshear, JT.

Superinterdent of Public Inetructlon

SURTRCT: Compulsoery Attendance Statutas

Eection 2i,1-254 of the Code of Virglnla identifiss the mechanisms
by which parents can =atisfy the ceompulesry attendances
requiremanta. Thla Saction includas a previsien which allows a
Farent to satisfy compulsory attendance reguirements by having »...
sush child taught by a tutor or teacher of gualifications
praesoribad by the Board of Bducatisn and approved by the divisieon
superjintendant ..." a8 an alternative o attendance at a publie or
private achool. A munber of parenkts arcund the =tate have asught
approval to teach thelr own children at home under thizs provision
inetead of the provisions of the home ipstruction starute found 1n
Begtiot 22,1=-254.1 of the {ode of Virginia,

Histerically, the Department's interpretation of the _entire
coopulsooy attendance atatote hag besan that the tuter provisien was
not applicable to parents who wish to teagh their own childrc=nh at
hohe. On Hevembwer 24, 1993, the flreult Couwrt of Prince William
County, in Prince William CoUntYy School v, Charlas Barlin, Case Ho.
CH—-342832, zulmd that parentz hawva all four aptinn: af the
cobpulesty attandance statute avallable to them. The Department
has reexamined its intsrpretation in light of this case and, by
this Henarabdum, ia revisimy its int=rpretaricn.  Parents who wisah
to teach their children at home have either the home instruction
provisions of Sestien 22.1-254.1 or the tutsy provielon in Sectlon
22.1-2%4 to wse with the autherizatien of the divieion
=uparintapndent . .

If you have guesticns regarding this isous, pleass do not hesitate
to cobtacst Robert L. Stokes, Asascistes Directsr for accreditacion,
at (BR4) FRE-202¥, or Tharle= W. Finley, Epesialist far
heeveditatioen, at [804) 225=-12747.
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