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A s I look through the articles our convention speakers have 
sent in, I am struck this year by a similarity in many of 
them. It is the idea of “reclaiming.” We need to reclaim 

biblical teaching and worldview, reclaim our Christian heritage, 
reclaim our families, and reclaim our right to educate our children 
the way we believe is best for them. 

Last fall my husband and I had the opportunity to visit Greece 
and Italy. Having just finished a Precepts study of Isaiah, I was 
struck by our guide’s comment in Athens that “acropolis” means 
“high place.” All over Greece we saw acropolises. While some of 
them may also have been used for defense, all of them had temple 
ruins for the worship of false gods. Do you know what Israel was 
supposed to do with their high places? Tear them down and reclaim 
that land for God. 

Reclaiming can be a tough thing. Sometimes we don’t even realize 
something needs to be reclaimed. We see our “homeschool pillars” 
as history, tradition, architecture—and don’t notice that maybe they 
are crumbling ruins that should have been torn down. It’s easier to 
preserve the culture and history of our choices than to tear them 
down, but God might want to use that space for something else. 

So—reclaim. How do we know when to do that? Jeremiah 23:18 
and 22 say we are to stand in the council of the Lord to know what 
is right. 

As we reclaim our choices, we reclaim and redeem our time. While 
touring St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, we saw an interesting statu-
ary display of four figures. One figure is holding an open book—a 
Bible—and looks as though she is contemplating a passage she just 

fROm tHE EDitOR
Mary Kay Smith

read. I thought of Proverbs 9:10: “The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom” (NIV ’84). Behind the reader sits an angel pointing 
to an hourglass she holds, warning us that time is moving along. Put-
ting those statues together in the exhibit was a great thing. Together 
they look like a picture of Psalm 90:12: “So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”

You’ll find wisdom in these articles, and you’ll hear some wisdom 
from the HEAV convention speakers. Keep an open mind, listen to 
what they say, and then stand in the council of the Lord to find out 
if there is any area you need to reclaim.  
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fROm tHE COnVEntiOn DiRECtOR  
Lauren Bell

i t will be from a totally different perspec-
tive that I will be viewing the HEAV 
convention in June. For the past eigh-

teen years, my husband, Antoine, and I have 
homeschooled our four children—Kiana 
(21), Kaela (16), Kwan (13) and Karina (11). 
During these years, homeschool conventions 
have played a major role in my life. In the 
past, I attended the convention in order to 
gain wisdom, encouragement, inspiration, 
and empowerment to help me continue 
homeschooling my own children. However, 
this year, as the new convention director, 
I have been praying those things for each 
of you, and it is my special desire that your 
heart would be touched by God. 

It has been an interesting journey that 
has prepared me for the role of convention 
director. I enjoyed eight years of university 
studies, during which time I obtained a B.A. 
in elementary education, a master’s degree 
in education, and completed all but my dis-
sertation for a doctorate in school psychol-
ogy. Prior to starting a family, I worked as 
a school psychologist in New York, where I 
had the opportunity to help plan the Nation-
al School Psychologist Convention. In addi-
tion to my love of learning, I enjoy teaching 
and have been blessed to teach high school 
math and SAT prep at our local co-op for the 
past eight years. During three of those years, 
I served as the academic director.

mAgAzinE EDitORiAl 
Love the editorial about the birds 
and pelican! Great analogy about how 
God sees us...good material for a de-
votional in a Bible study. Thanks so 
much for writing!

Lydia Weeks

militARy OPtiOn 
AftER HigH SCHOOl
My husband and I are/were both 
military. I am now a stay-at-home 
mom of five who homeschools, and 
would be overjoyed if our little arrows 
served our great country in the mili-
tary! A wonderful life experience of 
learning, traveling, and being greatly 
challenged while serving just can’t be 
matched! (I got saved while serving in 
the USMC! Semper Fi!)

Dwight & Shannon Hubacher 

tHAnkS tO HEAV
I just wanted to let the team at HEAV 
know how much I appreciate all the hard 
work you do for the homeschooling com-
munity. In September I will be starting 
my sixth year, and I couldn’t have done 
it without HEAV. My questions have al-
ways been answered, and I have received 
guidance and encouragement. 

Thank you and God bless! 
TJ Ross

Just wanted to say thank you for an ab-
solutely wonderful Day at the Capitol! 
Thanks for all that you do.

Ron Taconet & Family

Letters
I especially enjoy sharing my love of books 

and curricula with other homeschool parents. 
On the last Thursday evening of each month, 
you can find me at Moore Expressions in Vir-
ginia Beach, where I serve as a “Curriculum 
Doctor.” This has been a wonderful opportu-
nity to touch the hearts of many homeschool-
ing families. I also had the honor of serving 
on the 2010–2011 Review Crew for the Old 
School House Magazine, where I enjoyed try-
ing out various curricula and writing weekly 
reviews on their homeschool blog.

I believe I am similar to many homeschool 
parents whose hearts have been touched by 
God to homeschool their children. I was ex-
pecting our first child when God revealed to 
me that I was to homeschool our children. In 
the beginning, I thought it was God’s desire 
for us to provide the best possible education 
for our children. However, it was during my 
first convention, listening to speaker Greg 
Harris, that I glimpsed God’s bigger picture: 
Homeschooling is not just a means to teach 
reading, math, and history. Homeschooling 
is a gift given to me by God to help fulfill His 
desire to lead my children to Christ. 

Our theme this year—Home Education: 
Touching the Heart—captures the essence 
of our roles as homeschooling parents. God 
would have us touch our children’s hearts, 
so they will know Him. 

The convention team has prayed faithfully 
(continued on page 19)
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HOmESCHOOl lAw CHAngE: 
REquiRED CuRRiCulum DESCRiPtiOn DEfinED

Governor Bob McDonnell signed homeschool legislation that 
will clarify the meaning of “curriculum description.” The two 
bills, initiated by HEAV during the 2012 legislative session, will 
limit the required curriculum description to “a list of subjects to be 
studied” during the coming year. This change clarifies the informa-
tion superintendents can require, and will provide consistency in all 
school districts. 

The new law goes into effect July 1. After this date, any parent 
who complies with §22.1-254.1 by filing a Notice of Intent or writ-
ing a letter to the local superintendent, will meet the curriculum 
requirement if he or she provides a list of subjects to be studied 
during the coming year. Parents can no longer be required to include 
course descriptions, outlines, textbook titles, methods of instruction, 
tables of contents, or scope and sequences.

The new language 
is in italics:

 § 22.1-254.1 B. Any 
parent who elects to 
provide home instruc-
tion in lieu of school 
attendance shall an-
nually notify the divi-
sion superintendent in 
August of his intention 
to so instruct the child 
and provide a descrip-
tion of the curriculum, 

limited to a list of subjects to be followed for studied during the coming 
year, and evidence of having met one of the criteria for providing home 
instruction as required by subsection A.

Please thank the House and Senate sponsors of HEAV’s legisla-
tion: Delegate Brenda Pogge (R-James City/York County) and 

Senator Dick Black (R-Loudoun/Prince William). Both legisla-
tors spoke with strong conviction in the face of opposition from 
the Virginia Education Association (VEA) and the Virginia School 
Boards Association (VSBA), and defended the rights of parents to 
teach their children at home.   

Begin your studies toward an engineering degree at a 
Virginia Community College.  Earn an Associate’s 
Degree in Engineering Science with a GPA of 3.2 or 
higher.  Then, through the PRODUCED program, enter 
the University of Virginia Engineering School to 
complete a Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering while 
connecting with engineering employers, all from your 
hometown community.  Now, through PRODUCED, 
you can change the world… from home! 

For more information stop by the HEAV booth #224                                          
at the June Convention in Richmond 

Visit produced.seas.virginia.edu 

 Contact: jgroves@virginia.edu at UVA Engineering School, 
Charlottesville, VA 22904   

Earn a University of Virginia 

Engineering Degree from Home 
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Christ Centered Online Classes & Summer Camps


Col. 3:23

- Math 
- English 
- Science 
- Art 

- Business 
- Bible 
- Computer 
- Geography 

- Foreign
  Languages
- Music 
- And More! 

“My sons, Julian and Nathan, are enjoying and learning so much from their classes in your school. Nathan, 
my night owl, wakes up at 5AM for his Bio class every Monday, and does not mind it one bit. He even wishes 
he has VClass everyday. He adores Mrs. Burns. Thanks so much, Mr. Landry. I praise God for your partner-
ship in our homeschooling journey. May He bless and keep you always!”

Kay, Vancouver, Canada 

Visit Our Site for Details . . .
www.LandryAcademy.com 

“Mr Landry, My children love their online classes! They have never been this enthusiastic about school. 
One of them (not a morning person) even gladly gets up early for his English class.

As we were considering registering for these classes, I looked through your faculty page with excitement. 
You've put together a wonderful group of teachers with expertise that my children are already benefiting 
from. Thank you for your commitment to quality Christian education . . .”

Beth, Dallas, TX  

Christ-Centered
Live Online Classes

For 4th-12th Grade Homeschooled Students 

Unique Electives . . .

Foreign Languages . . .

- Presidential Elections
- Photoshop
- Art History and Practice
- Digital Photography
- Architecture
- Hermeneutics
- MBA-in-a-Semester
- Programming in C
- Radio Ministry
- Biblically Based 

Journalism

- Crime Scene Investigation
- Robotics
- Logic
- Entrepreneurship
- Intro to Literary Analysis
- Mock Trial / Pre-Law
- Miliraty Maritime History
- Civil War
- History of Airpower
- "Relaxed Pace" Math 

Classes 

German, French, Italian, Latin, Russian, Biblical Greek, 
Mandarin Chinese, Sign Language, Modern Hebrew, 
Christian Arabic

Big Early 
Registration 

Discounts



8   The Virginia home educaTor   |   Summer 2012

w hat is it that separates excep-
tional students from average 
students? What takes one 

homeschool graduate to a life of success 
or significant impact and another to me-
diocrity and commonality? In a word, it is 
vision. But not just any vision—a vision for 
a life of purpose and meaning. 

Now, more than a decade beyond my high 
school graduation, I realize my parents were 
sailing uncharted waters and blazing new 
trails for other homeschool families to fol-
low. They sacrificed so their children might 
be blessed. At that time, homeschooling was 
even illegal in many states. 

Many new homeschoolers do not experi-
ence similar sacrifices to those of twenty 
years ago. Those new to homeschooling see 
the plethora of offerings and enjoy the many 
systems and tools designed to make the life 
of the homeschool parent easier. Many also 
lack a clear vision and philosophy behind 
their educational decisions. The unfortunate 
side effect is that these parents treat home-
schooling simply like school at home. They 
take the curriculum of today’s public schools 
(or the Christian counterparts) and make it 
school at home with a “Christian” label. 

PROPER PERSPECtiVE 
On EDuCAtiOn

I do not fault these families because they 
are seeking to find the same success as their 
predecessors. They look to these graduates 
and say, “We want our kids to turn out like 
theirs” and assume that those parents used 
the same curriculum and tools now offered to 
homeschoolers today. But let’s not forget that 
it is the vision that motivated these families to 
homeschool that contributed to their success. 
When we replace vision with curriculum, and 
expect to foster an “exceptional” academic 
program, the results will likely disappoint. 

same time their peers are graduating from 
high school. Students who utilize dual credit 
can earn their bachelor’s degree years ahead 
of their peers and position themselves ex-
tremely well to pursue graduate-level study 
at the school of their choice. Beyond school, 
the extra time and cost savings allows them 
to pursue internships and gain valuable 
work/life experience that further equips 
them to turn their world-changing vision 
into reality. CollegePlus is one organization 
leading the way in helping homeschoolers 
maximize dual-credit opportunities. 

Go to www.collegeplus.org/prep/ebook 
to download their information-packed free 
e-book The Official Homeschooler’s Guide to 
Dual Credit.

On-tHE-jOB tRAining 
Another trend emerging in education is the 

reality that real-life learning doesn’t take place 
in a classroom. It takes place through on-the-
job learning. Internships and apprenticeships 
are the new/old way of learning that has been 
used with success for centuries. Students who 
engage in this form of learning understand 
the real-life application of learning, and as a 
result, are drawn to study harder. I saw this 
clearly in my life when I went to pursue my 
degree at age twenty-five and saw how impor-
tant my studies were to my future.

ExCEllEnCE, PASSiOn, AnD DRiVE
I’m convinced that students are capable of 

achieving far more than we give them credit 
for. All they need is vision and the appropri-
ate encouragement to live their lives to the 
fullest. Mentors (older friends who come 
alongside and offer advice) were invaluable in 
my life and inspired me to push harder and 
step beyond what I thought possible.

The world steps aside for young people 
passionately pursuing their calling and pur-

Mediocre to Momentous:
the Clear DistinCtion

Woody Robertson

Academics are good, but they do not replace 
the need for vision and purpose. 

The proper order and perspective on 
education is set in II Peter 1:5: “And beside 
this, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue; and to virtue knowledge.” Note that 
knowledge is last in the priority order. Paul 
in 1 Corinthians 8:1 says that “knowledge 
puffeth up, but charity edifieth.” In other 
words, academics alone will not cause our 
students to be successful; rather, it is their 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ and 
the realization that they were “formed before 
the world began” for a significant purpose. It 
is the vision connected to this that catapults a 
student towards a momentous life.  

CREAting tHE ViSiOn
So how do we help our students under-

stand their purpose and practically work 
this out in tangible steps? One resource I’ve 
personally found very helpful is Life Purpose 
Planning (www.lifepurposeplanning.org). 
This resource will help you explore how God 
uses your childrens’ interests, talents, and 
abilities—and molds those together into a 
unique purpose statement that includes the 
student’s passions and clear ways to pursue 
his or her God-directed calling.

ACADEmiCS DuAl-CREDit OPtiOn 
So what about the academics? Today’s 

homeschoolers should know that the first 
two years of college are little more than a 
glorified review of high school. Therefore, 
it makes sense to combine or even replace 
high school with college. 

Through dual credit, thousands of stu-
dents—some as young as fourteen years 
old—are combining high school studies 
with college by preparing for and passing 
college-level exams. Many are earning their 
entire bachelor’s degree from home at the 

Convention 
Speaker 
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Call us today at 1-800-542-1066 or 
Email us at testing@setontesting.com

•	 Nationally	normed	
standardized	achieve-
ment	tests	accepted	in	
almost	every	state

•	 Available	for	grades	K-12
•	 Tests	students	in	Reading,		

Language	Arts,	and	Math
•	 Measures	academic	progress
•	 Results	generally	returned	

within	two	weeks

CALIFORNIA  
ACHIEVEMENT TEST

Only $25.00 for test, scoring, and results

Only $15.00 for test and report

•	 Online	test	evaluates	
your	student’s	math	
level	to	see	if	he	or	she	is	
prepared	for	Algebra	I

•	 Provides	an	easy-to-understand	
analysis	which	displays	concepts	
that	need	further	study	with	
sample	problems	and	solutions

•	 Bonus	Free	Redo:	Retake	the	test	
within	30	days	of	your	first	testing

ALGEBRA  
PLACEMENT TESTLooking to Measure Your 

Student’s Academic Progress?

w w w . s e t o n t e s t i n g . c o m

For more than 20 years, 
Seton Testing Services has 
been providing standardized 
achievement tests and test prep 
materials to the homeschool 
community for grades K-12.  
We offer year round service at 
affordable prices.  At Seton, 
testing is made easy!

Untitled-11   1 1/13/2012   4:32:15 PM

pose. These young adults are marked by excellence, passion, and 
drive. Let’s inspire our children to greatness with the expectation 
that they will cast aside mediocrity and truly accomplish something 
momentous!   

Woody Robertson is the vice president of admis-
sions for CollegePlus (www.collegeplus.org), an 
organization committed to launching the next 
generation of worldchangers who are passionate 
and prepared for life.

Woody guides students through the college process 
and presents creative college options to thousands of 

homeschoolers annually. You can connect with him on Twitter at WoodyCP, 
and you’ll have the chance to hear him at the HEAV convention! 
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We absolutely need 
YOUR help! YOU are 
our eyes, hands, and 

feet. Please let your friends, church, MOPS group, 
local media, and online communities know about 
the convention. Resources are available online at 
www.heav.org/convention/promo.

New This Year!

Tell YourCommunity!
Know a family thinking about homeschooling? 

Invite them to the FREE how-to-begin sessions 

on Thursday. How about parents of preschoolers?  

Qualified parents of preschoolers attend for FREE!* 

Every year thousands of distressed and fearful 

parents call seeking help. Often someone told them 

about HEAV. YOU can be that someone who can 

help a struggling family! Put out magazines, fliers, 

and posts online. *See details at www.heav.org.

Four Reasons 
to Come to the Convention

hear the SpeakerS
Learn from workshop sessions with topics like 
teaching struggling learners, homeschooling 
boys, parenting preschoolers through teens, 
teaching effectively, college at home, study 
skills, film and culture, music, home manage-
ment, and more. Here you will have your ques-
tions answered, your ideas challenged, your ex-
citement restored, and your heart encouraged. 

meet with parentS
You are not alone. Many share your convic-
tions, your passion, your challenges, and your 
hopes. Don’t miss this opportunity to meet to-
gether and receive the blessings of fellowship.

Shop the exhibitS
In the newly expanded Exhibit Hall with 
more than 340 booths, you’ll get to browse 
thousands of resources. Best of all, you’ll get 
to meet with the exhibitors—many of them 
homeschool parents who have hearts to serve.

diSCover reSourCeS
Looking for resources for next year? Preregister 
to shop early in the giant Used Curriculum 
Sale! Need money for new materials? This is a 
GREAT opportunity to make some extra cash 
by selling materials you no longer need.

media & Culture 

Modern media is defining our culture, from You-
Tube videos to multi-million-dollar Hollywood 
productions. There’s a tremendous need for 
movies with a redemptive message for students 
and parents alike. Crystal Creek Media’s Film 
Camp is a two-day, intensive, interactive program 
to teach teens practical filmmaking skills through 
hands-on experience and information-packed 
sessions. Cost: $99/person, or only $69 if you pur-
chase a convention ticket or shopping-only pass.

SCholarShipS are 
alwaYS available
If you, or someone you know, could use a partial 
or full scholarship, please submit your request 
online (http://heav.org/scholarship), give us a 
call (804-278-9200), or bring a written request 
with you to the convention. Please don't let a 
sincere financial need keep you away! We want 
to bless your family. 

vision  Encouragement  resources
Convention FeatureS
n	 Dissection Workshop: Touching A Heart
 Touch a heart—literally! Dr. Lainna Callentine 

presents a hands-on dissection workshop to 
help you teach science to your student. 

n	 4th Annual Chess Tournament
 Prizes are awarded for each skill level—begin-

ner to advanced! Get details and sign up online.

n	 Children’s Program
 All children ages 5-12 are welcome to join 

HEAV’s own “Created!” Children's Program. 
Special guests include Mike Snavely of Mission: 
Imperative! and Dr. Lainna Callentine.

n	 Single Parents’ Luncheon
 Homeschooling alone? Join us as our guest for 

support and encouragement.
n	 Leadership Luncheon
 Support group leaders gather for a special 

time of fellowship and renewal.
n	 Used Curriculum Sale
 Get some great deals, or make extra cash by 

selling items you no longer need. Don’t delay—
ONLY 60,000 items may be sold.

79$ For the entire FamilY
there'S Something For everYone
$69 For heav memberS

Only
at the dOOrSave $10!

PreregiSter 

by May 21

n	 New, Lower, Family-
Friendly Pricing

n	 More Workshops 
n	 Expanded Exhibit Hall
n	 More Exhibitors 
 Than Ever Before
n	 More Concessions
n	 Seating Areas 
 Throughout the Exhibit Hall
n	 Expanded Used 
 Curriculum Sale (UCS)
n	 More UCS Check-Out Lines
n	 All-New Children's Program
n	 Film Camp & 
 Film Workshops 

n	 Hands-On Robotics 
Demonstrations

n	 Historic Re-enactors
n	 NASA & the Virginia Air 
 & Space Center
n	 Engineering, Science, 
 & Technology Exhibitors
n	 Chess Tournament
n	 Dissection Labs
n	 Young Entrepreneurs
n	 Fun Presentations 
 in the Exhibit Hall
n	 Richmond Symphony & 

Music & Arts Instrument 
Petting Zoo
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Friday
Session 2

10:30 – 11:30 am

Friday
Session 1

9:00 – 10:00 am

Friday
Session 3

1:30 – 2:30 pm

Friday
Session 4

3:00 – 4:00 pm

Friday 
Session 5

4:30 – 5:30 pm

Make American 
History Come Alive
Dr. Carol Reynolds

Daughters 
of the King

Jeannie K. Ryan

I’d Throw in the Towel—
If Only I Could Find a 

Clean One ~ Crystal Paine

The Five Critical 
Elements of Reading
Kristen Eckenwiler

How to Teach Your Child 
with Living Books Like 

Charlotte Mason ~ Sue Pruett

Movies and Curriculum: 
Making Them Work To-

gether ~ Zeezok Publishing

Healthy Eating
Simplified

Bread Beckers

Rosetta Stone Homeschool 
Foreign Language 

Curriculum ~ Rosetta Stone

Raising Accountable 
Kids One Step at a Time 

Accountable Kids

The Way You Wish You’d 
Been Taught…Guaranteed!

Sonlight Curriculum

How to Choose a 
Curriculum that Works 
for Your Child and for 

You! ~ Yvonne Bunn

25 Ways to Significantly 
Cut Your Grocery Bill 

Without Clipping 
Coupons ~ Crystal Paine

Bachelor’s Degree 
by 18: What Colleges 

Don’t Tell You
Woody Robertson

Gotta Love Those 
Preschoolers!
Marilyn Boyer

The Rewriting 
of America's History—

Colonial Era
Dr. Catherine Millard

Financial Aid: A Road Map 
to Get You Through the 
Wilderness ~ Lee Andes 

Eight Practical Steps to
Life After High School

Woody Robertson

The Joy of Teaching 
High School Science
Dr. Lainna Callentine

Touching a Heart:
A Hands-on Dissection
Dr. Lainna Callentine

Touching a Heart: 
A Hands-on Dissection
Dr. Lainna Callentine

Errors in Reasoning: 
Spotting Logical 

Fallacies
Dr. Jason Lisle

Top Ten Tips 
for Successful 

Homeschooling
Amanda Bennett

The Ultimate 
Proof of Creation

Dr. Jason Lisle

Nurturing Competent 
Communicators—

The Power of Linguistic 
Patterns! ~ A. Pudewa

The Stricken Earth
Mike Snavely

Curriculum for 
Hands-on, Creative, 
and Gifted Learners

Moving Beyond the Page

Great Spelling 
Made Easy!

Latin Road/Phonics Road

Intentional 
Parenting

Knight’s Book Knook

Teaching Science 
Requires a Belief 
in God ~ Applied 
Inspirations, LLC

Combining Classical Education, 
Charlotte Mason, and Unit 

Studies with a Biblical Perspective
My Father’s World

Shining Armor —Your 
Son’s Battle for Purity
Hal & Melanie Young 

Never Give Up—The Critical 
Importance of Finishing What 

You’ve Started 
Hal & Melanie Young 

Unit Studies—
Powerfully Simple Tools

Amanda Bennett

Study-Smart 
Student Strategies

Debra Bell

Homeschooling 
Teens

Debra Bell

Determining Your Child’s 
Learning Style

Debra Bell

Parenting Teens with the 
Wisdom of Solomon

Reb Bradley

Solving the Crisis 
in Homeschooling

Reb Bradley

Raising Real Men
Hal & Melanie Young

Giving Children a 
Vision for the Glory of God

Dr. Tedd Tripp

Writing an IEP for Your 
Child ~ Judi Munday

Teaching Students with 
Communication 

Challenges: Autism and 
Asperger's ~ Judi Munday

Math from a 
Biblical Worldview

Katherine Loop

The Blessing 
of Hospitality

Sue Becker

Families Love Travel: 
Let’s Plan Some Field Trips 

Around the Mid-Atlantic on 
a Budget ~ Michele Zavatsky

Acceleration 
and Gifted Girls

Mary Baldwin College

College Preparation 
and the Homeschooled 

Student ~ Regent University

Heritage Foundation 
Products for Homeschoolers 

The Heritage Foundation

Abacus-Based 
RightStart 

Mathematics
RightStart Mathematics

How to Build Lifelong 
Learners with Math-U-See

Math-U-See

Toddlers and 
Preschoolers (Ages 2-5)

Inge Cannon

A Servant's Heart—
The Path to Honor

Marilyn Boyer

Filmmaking 101
Anthony & Jessica Rondina

Helping Teens 
Overcome Learning 

Challenges
Kathy Kuhl

Overcoming Learning 
Difficulties Together

Ashley Wiggers & 
Debbie Strayer

Experience Excellence 
in Writing ~ Institute for 

Excellence in Writing 

Teach Your Child Music
Ebaru Publishing/
Theviolinbook.com

Breathing Life into Your 
Language Arts ~ Total 

Language Plus

Classical Education 
Made Doable

Classical Conversations

Preparing Your 
Children for the Student-

Professor Relationship
Professor Carol

God is Faithful
Rick Andreassen

So You Want to 
Make a Movie?

Anthony & Jessica Rondina

The Making of Mountain 
Movers: Using the Secrets of 
High Achievers in Educating 

Your Kids ~ Rick Boyer

Careers 
Without College

Rick Boyer

How to Cut Your 
Grocery Bill in Half

Crystal Paine

Room
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B-10
Ballroom Building

B-15 A/B/C
Ballroom Building

 B-16
Ballroom Building

 B-17
Ballroom Building 

B-18 
Ballroom Building

B-19
Ballroom Building

B-21 C
Ballroom Building

E-10 A/B
Ballroom Building

E-10 C/D
Ballroom Building

E-11 A/B/C
Ballroom Building

E-21 A/B/C
Exhibit Hall Building

E-23 A/B
Exhibit Hall Building

E-24 A/B
Exhibit Hall Building

 E-25 A/B
Exhibit Hall Building

FREE BEginnER
SESSionS 

RooMS E–10 A-D

2:00–3:00 pm

Introduction to 
Homeschooling
Yvonne Bunn

3:30–4:30 pm

How to Begin: What You 
Really Need to Know 

Yvonne Bunn

5:00–6:00 pm

Know the Law: 
Notifying and 

Testing Demystified 
Yvonne Bunn

v
SpECiAl 

ConvEntion 
FEAtuRES

 
RooM E-11 A/B/C

2:00–5:30 pm

Transcript Boot Camp
Inge Cannon

RooM E-21 A/B/C
2:00–3:00 pm

Dinosaurs!
Mike Snavely

3:30–4:30 pm

To Make a Movie
Daniel & Kathleen 

Knudsen

5:00–6:00 pm

Hero Tales from 
American History

Hal Young

v

WATCH FOR MORE 
THURSDAY OPTIONS

v

v

thursday, 
June 9 

Workshops

Coliseum to Cinema—
Christianity & 
Entertainment

Storyboard to the 
Future—Redefining 

Modern Media

How to Make a Film 
and Not Go to Jail: 

The Business of Media

YouTube to Oscars: 
Strategically 

Planning Your Project

Taking Center 
Stage: Acting 

for Film

Writing a 
Winning Script

Day One of Film Camp – 9:00 am – 5:30 pm

this is a tentative schedule subject to change.

Exhibit hall hours
thursday
5 pm – 9 pm

Friday
9:30 am – 8 pm

Saturday

9:30 am – 6:30 pm

hal & melanie Young reb & beverly bradley

  Workshop
  tracks

 Beginners

 Exhibitors

 Teens



Saturday
Keynote

8:30 – 10:00 am

Saturday
Session 7

10:30 – 11:30 am

Friday
Session 6

6:00 – 7:00 pm

Saturday
session 8

1:30 – 2:30 pm

saturday
Session 9

3:00 – 4:00 pm

Saturday
Session 10

4:30 – 5:30 pm

When Math 
Doesn't Come Easily

Kathy Kuhl

Generation of Giants
Marilyn Boyer

Sports, Christian Worldview, 
and Homeschooling
Rob & Lainna Callentine

Becoming a Work-At-
Home Mom—Without 

Losing Your Sanity ~ C. Paine

Seeing the Big Picture 
of Homeschooling ~ Ashley 
Wiggers & Debbie Strayer

LapBook Creations
Finding Christ Books

Dynamic Models to Teach 
Worldview ~ Recon

Occupying Preschoolers 
While Teaching Older Children 

My Father’s World

Effective Computer-Assisted 
Foreign Language Learning

Tell Me More/Auralog

Affordable, Flexible, 
Tax-Advantaged  College 
Savings ~ Virginia 529!

The Rewriting 
of America's History—

Discovery Era 
Dr. Catherine Millard

The Horror of 
the Flood!

Mike Snavely

Creation: Science 
Confirms the Bible Is True 

Dr. Jason Lisle

A Biblical Tour of 
the Solar System

Dr. Jason Lisle

Grand Canyon—
The Puzzle on the Plateau

Mike Snavely

kEynotE a
b-21 a/b/c

ballroom building

Getting to the 
Heart of Behavior

Dr. Tedd Tripp

Helping Children Understand 
How to Identify Attitudes of 
the Heart ~ Dr. Tedd Tripp

Nature Studies—
The Natural Way

Sue Pruett A Time of Encouragement—
Ministering to the Heart of a 

Parent ~ Rick Andreassen

Does My Child Have a 
Learning Disability?
Kristen Eckenwiler

Legislative Issues —  Law 
Change, Sports Access, and 

Q&A ~ Yvonne Bunn 

The Extras That 
Aren't  Extra

Sue Pruett

Now Calling All 
Entrepreneurs

Woody Robertson

Developing the Essayist
Andrew Pudewa

Homeschooled from the 
Beginning—What to Do 
When Your Children Are 
Young ~ Melanie Young

Warrior Mother: 
Fighting FOR the Kids 
and Not WITH Them

Beverly Bradley

The Grace of the 
Gospel and Its Impact 

on Your Family 
Reb Bradley

Loving and Teaching 
the Difficult Child

Beverly Bradley

Dr. Berard Auditory 
Integration Training

Cheri Moore Giving Your Students 
the Winning Edge! 

Earn College Credit Now
Liberty University

The Ultimate Planning 
Tools for Homeschool Moms

Apologia

Changing Lives 
with Words
Wordbuild 

(Dynamic Literacy)

Raising the Standard: The 
Importance of a Christian 

Math and Science Education 
Digital Interactive Video 

Education

Homeschooling 
a Houseful 

Melanie Young
When Writing Doesn’t 

Come Easily ~ Kathy Kuhl
Homeschooling Classically 

Through High School
Val Deutsch

Revealing Arithmetic
Katherine Loop

Eating for Excellence
Sue Becker

Overcoming the Distractions 
of Motherhood: Keeping 

Priorities in Focus
Beverly Bradley

The Power of 
Homeschooling
Amanda Bennett

Planning Your Year 
with Unit Studies
Amanda Bennett

How to Fight So 
You Both Win

Hal & Melanie Young

Using Graphic Organizers 
to Promote Learning

Debra Bell

Families Love Travel 
On the Cheap

Michele Zavatsky

Mastering Multiple-
Choice Tests

Kathleen Knudsen

Advanced 
Couponing Techniques

Crystal Paine

Why and How You Should 
Teach Your Children 

Etiquette ~ Inge Cannon

Plastic Cinema
Anthony & Jessica Rondina

The Great American 
Experiment ~ Educational  

Materials Associates, Inc. (EMA)

A Different Approach 
to Grammar

Analytical Grammar

AD/HD, Dyslexia, Learning 
Disorders,  and Asperger’s: 

Overcoming These Problems 
Without Drugs

Brain Balance Achievement 
Center of Richmond

Hope for Discouraged 
Learners: How Deep 

Learning Works
BJU Press 

Using Box of Ideas
 in Co-ops and 

Homeschool Groups
Box of Ideas, LLC

Classical Music 
in Classical Education

Dr. Carol Reynolds

Take Back the Land
Rick Boyer

Would Your Kids Say
You’re Media Savvy?

Daniel Knudsen

Learning to Delight 
in Your Children

Marilyn Boyer

Teaching and 
Evaluating Writing

Andrew Pudewa

The Phonics Foundation 
Every Student Needs

Tracey Tutor
How to Travel the World and 
Have Someone Else Pay for It

Linda Vista Pictures

Weaving History
with His-Story

Biblioplan for Families

The Struggling Reader
The Struggling Reader

Piano Keys and 
the Piano Bench

Classic Studio of Music

Reviving Your Teaching 
and Your Students

Debbie Strayer

Roots Have Fruits—
Where is Your 

Curriculum Taking You?
Debbie Strayer

Top Five Academic 
Skills Needed 

for College Success 
Carol Reynolds

The Rewriting of 
America’s History—

Revolutionary War Era
Dr. Catherine Millard

The Rewriting of 
America’s History—

Civil War Era
Dr. Catherine Millard

b-10
Ballroom Building

b-15 a/b/c
Ballroom Building

 b-16
Ballroom Building

 b-17
Ballroom Building 

b-18
Ballroom Building 

b-19
Ballroom Building

b-21 a/b/c
Ballroom Building

E-10 a/b
Ballroom Building

E-10 c/d
Ballroom Building

E-11 a/b/c
Ballroom Building

E-21 a/b/c
Exhibit Hall Building

E-22 a 
Exhibit Hall Building

E-23 a/b
Exhibit Hall Building

E-24 a/b
Exhibit Hall Building

 E-25 a/b
Exhibit Hall Building

3:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Class of 2012 Graduation Ceremony
Bound for Greatness ~ Rick Boyer
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The Celebrity’s 
Guide to the Galaxy

Not Letting the 
Mud Stick

Introduction to the 
“Film” Camera

Design for Art and Screen: 
Cinematography & Lighting

Editing a 
Blockbuster

Winning with 
the Audience

Question & 
Answer Session

Day Two of Film Camp – 10:30 am – 5:30 pm

reb & beverly bradley andrew pudewa tedd tripp Crystal paine lainna Callentine mike Snavely inge Cannon
Jason lisleamanda bennett
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OFFICE USE ONLY: ORG#_____________________________________________

Your Pre-registration oPtions Mbrs NoN-Mbrs
Full 3-Day Convention   o      $59 o      $69 $______
 Includes all shopping (UCS* & Exhibit Hall) & Workshops
 New! Spouse and dependent children included
Shopping only     o      $19 o      $29 $______
 Exhibit Hall (Thu.-Sat.), UCS (Fri.-Sat.) & One Session
 New! Spouse and dependent children included
granDparentS (non-homeschooling)    $______
QualiFying parentS oF preSChoolerS   $______
 o      Eldest child under 5 o      First HEAV Convention
ChilDren’S program $20/child per day 
 o      Friday o      Saturday     $______
CryStal Creek meDia’S 2-Day Film Camp (students & adults)   
 o      $69 w/any paid registration o      $99/ Film Camp Only  $______
DiSSeCtion lab $5/specimen o  Friday   o  Saturday     ______
leaDerShip lunCheon o   Single parent lunCheon o  

Donation (Thank you!) 
 o $5 o $10 o $25 o $50 o Other     $______
heav memberShip $35/year o       New o       Renewal   $______
 o       $75 Sustaining Member        $______
 o      $750 Lifetime Member FREE lifetime convention admission!**  $______
    granD total  $______

payment methoD o       Check/Money Order  o      Mastercard   o      Visa   
Card # __________________________________________ Exp. Date ______________
Signature ________________________________________________________________
volunteer Yes! I’ll volunteer at the convention. o       Thursday o       Friday o       Saturday 
 o      Contact for specific area ______________________ o      Wherever Needed
For military reCognition (you or family member) o       Active  o      Retired

*ucS: used curriculum Sale  **does not include children’s Program †Spouse and dependent children admitted Free

CAll: 804-278-9200
ViSit: www.heav.org
E-mAil: registration@heav.org

aFter maY 21, regiSter at the door!
onlY $59 For memberS†

FREE!
FREE!

new! Family-Friendly Prices 

pre-register & pay online! 

nameS aS theY Should appear on name tagS
Parent/s ____________________________________________________________
Grandparent/s _______________________________________________________
Youth & Young Adult/s ________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________________
Children for Children’s Program ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State _______ zip ________________
E-mail _____________________________________________________________
Phone (_____)_____________________ o Please send me the heaV newsletters.

To Pre-reGisTer, PleAse send form And PAYmenT To: heaV, P.o. Box 
6745, richmond, Va 23230-0745; or pre-register online at www.heav.org. 
Pre-reGisTrATion deAdline:  may 21—after that, register at the door. 
The earlier you register, the earlier you get to shop in the used Curriculum Sale!

Questions? we can help!

(Names and DOB)

(Spouses and dependent children are free!)

(Names and DOB of children registering for the Children’s Program)
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ers may care for your child’s success and as 
experienced as they may be, they have limited 
options and resources. They have many other 
children to help. In January, they may not be 
able to change curriculum as homeschoolers 
can. They cannot let the wiggly girl chew gum 
to help her focus or put the distractible boy to 
work in a quiet room by himself. They cannot 
let the child do math under the dining-room 
table as I did one year. They can’t build a unit 
around your child’s special interest.

Teachers have lots to do: prepare students 
for standardized tests, attend meetings, 
complete paperwork, prepare lessons, grade 
papers—and teach! Society keeps thinking 
of more for the schools to do, leaving less 
time for reading and the arts. Though every 
teacher I know puts in extra hours, they can-
not give your child much time one-on-one. 
And being in a special class is no panacea. 
A homeschooler who had been a special-
education teacher thought that teaching was 
tougher in school than at home. “In a special-
education classroom,” she wrote, “there 
may be up to twelve students with different 
strengths and weaknesses. What works for 
two might not work for all twelve.” 

SOCiAlizAtiOn
When children are shy or slow to pick 

up social cues, their parents may think that 
spending the day with many people will lead 
to more friendships and improved social skills. 
It might for some children. But crowds can 
be lonely places. Several families I interviewed 
said that having to work on social skills and 
academic skills simultaneously in a classroom 
made school much harder.

PAREntAl BuRnOut
Feeling burned out? Putting your child 

in school won’t free you of responsibility for 
your child’s education. You will spend hours 
communicating with the school. And if your 
child has special needs, it’s even harder. You 
will attend meetings and learn laws, acro-
nyms, and policies. You may struggle to get 

your child the help he or she needs. And af-
ter school, you’ll tutor your child when you 
both are tired. Don’t think enrolling a child 
in school will make everything easy. Some 
parents told me they homeschool to avoid 
the stress of dealing with school.

PRACtiCing SCHOOl At HOmE
A second way we idealize schools is to let 

them be the standard for our homeschools. 
Anxious new homeschoolers may buy school 
desks or ring a bell at the start of the day. 
While a child-size chair and a writing surface 
at the right height for your child are great 
ideas, you can homeschool anywhere and 
any way that suits you and your child.

It is easy to forget the freedom we have 
when we homeschool. We may adopt methods 
our teachers used. The danger is in adopting 
approaches without thinking about whether 
they serve our children and us well. Schools 
have lectures, bells, and textbooks because 
that is the most efficient way to teach a large 
group of students, not because it is the best 
way to teach every child. As one mother of 
a struggling learner told me, “When you are 
trying to duplicate the school environment in 
a home, keep in mind that it didn’t work in 
school; that’s why he’s at home!”

Veteran homeschoolers can slip back into 
the “school mentality” as the years go by. If 
your homeschool is in a rut, have you been un-
consciously assuming that the ways you were 
taught are the only ways to teach? There are 
new methods and resources to explore.  

Kathy Kuhl is a writer and 
speaker who helps parents 
assist children with learn-
ing challenges. Visit her at 
http://learndifferently.com. 
This article is adapted from 

Kathy’s book Homeschooling Your Struggling 
Learner. Also read “Encourage Your Child” by 
Kathy at  www.heav.org/the-virginia-home-
educator/volume-18-issue-2, and come and 
hear her speak at the convention!

Do schools know best? Should we 
do it their way? Some of us wonder 
if our children might be better off 

in school, even if we don’t like to say that 
out loud.

Every family needs to choose how to edu-
cate their children, and I want to help them 
consider the options wisely. I know families 
committed to homeschooling who have put 
children in school because of extreme cir-
cumstances, but if you are merely discouraged 
about your homeschool, it is easy to idealize 
the alternatives. I have, and that is a mistake. 

lEAVing it tO tHE PROS
The first way we can idealize schools is 

to think that professional educators must 
teach better than we do. Especially if we 
are struggling, it is easy to assume that a 
teacher would do a better job. 

But even if you live near a great school with 
wonderful teachers—and not all of us do—it 
won’t be trouble-free. As deeply as the teach-

Back to
School?

Kathy Kuhl

Convention 
Speaker 
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Sail Into the Future with The Learnables®

Excellent lesson to lesson sequencing enables students 
 to learn a new language easily.
  Affordable and successful for homeschooling grades K–12. 
   Acquire a lifetime skill.
 

Excellent lesson to lesson sequencing enables students 
 to learn a new language easily.
  Affordable and successful for homeschooling grades K–12. 
   Acquire a lifetime skill.
 

Friends and supporters of Homeschoolers since 1976.
 View sample lessons online: No signup required.

www.learnables.com

305 Bell Park Dr 
Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone  770-516-5000 
FAX  770-516-7588 

www.breadbeckers.com 
support@breadbeckers.com 

We have:
 WonderMills 
 NutriMills 
 Verona/Electrolux 

Assistant Mixers 
 Tribest Blender 
 Bosch Universal Mix-

ers
 Country Living Grain 

Mill
 Zojirushi Bread 

Machine
 Lello Pasta Maker 
 FREE E-mail 

Newsletter 
 HelpDesk, Forums, 

and Sue’s Blog! 
 BreadBeckers.com 

Bread making appliances and 
supplies for making fresh bread in 
your home: electric and manual 
grain mills for freshly ground flour, 
mixers for bread-making (and 
general mixing needs), food 
processors, bread machines, 
bakeware and utensils, cookbooks, 
wheat and other raw grains, beans, 
yeast, raw-unpasteurized honey, 
dough enhancer, lecithin, gluten, 
and just about anything else you 
need to make bread at home! 

Grains and beans available in 6 
gallon buckets, 1 gallon pails and 
some items available in 2 lb. bags. 

Free on-line classes and video 
demonstrations 

Retail Store: Mon - Sat, 9AM - 5PM  
Co-ops established around the Southeast

Visit our website for all our information, price lists, updates, demonstrations 
& speaking engagements, special offers and to subscribe to our  

FREE E-mail Newsletter! 
www.BreadBeckers.com
Major credit cards accepted

We don’t compensate for a kid’s  
challenges. We conquer them.
At Brain Balance Achievement Centers, we tackle your child’s 
learning, behavioral or developmental challenge head on — with  
a unique, drug-free, whole-child approach that goes beyond 
symptoms to root causes.  

Stop in or call to learn more about the Brain Balance Program® 
and how we can help your child succeed.

©2012 Brain Balance Centers

Call 804.977.2747  lEaRN MORE brainbalancerichmond.com

Visit 15833 City View Drive, Midlothian, VA 23113

Brain Balance of Richmond

©
 s

ve
tik

d 
| i

st
oc

kp
ho

to
.co

m



18   The Virginia home educaTor   |   Summer 2012

Running a School 

  For Boys
Hal and Melanie young 

Convention 
SpeakerS 

TThere are days when we look at our sons and think, “If they were in 
school, they’d be on so many pills they’d rattle when they walked.” 
At one point Melanie was teaching six boys ages six to eighteen. 
Was it noisy? You bet. Active? Quite. Chaotic? Oh boy. 

It sure doesn’t look like a traditional classroom in operation here, 
but the boys still learn and do well on outside measures like stan-
dardized tests. Our oldest moved comfortably into one of the most 
challenging colleges in the U.S. 

It’s not easy for a lot of boys today. Classrooms have become 
less friendly toward boys. Emphasis on high-stakes testing locks 
students to their desks where they fill out worksheets and practice 
exams. Recess has been eliminated in some districts, and rough-
and-tumble games have been banned in others. 

What’s more, the diagnosis of attention-deficit-hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD) has mushroomed. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, in 2006 nearly twelve percent of American boys 
had been diagnosed with ADHD, while less than 4.8 percent of 
girls were identified as suffering from it. 

We’re not about to argue the definition of the disorder or how it 
should be treated; however, it does raise the question of how one boy 
out of eight ends up “dysfunctional” and in need of medical interven-
tion. If nearly two-and-a-half times as many boys as girls are finding 
themselves out of sync with the culture, could it be that the cultural 
standard may be playing against something commonly found in boys? 

mAkE lEARning BOy-fRiEnDly 
What we’ve found in raising a houseful of active boys demon-

strates to us why many of them may be struggling in the traditional 
classroom. Boys and girls respond to different things—whether 
social and emotional cues, educational techniques, or even the set-
ting of the thermostat. 

We had an illustration of this when our son visited Hampden-

Sydney College, an all-male school in Virginia. He came back 
completely charged up from a freshman economics class. 

“Mom, it was great!” he crowed. “The professor yelled at them, 
called them knuckleheads, and they argued. It was awesome.” His 
mom, no stranger to vigorous debate, was taken aback. He didn’t find 
that intimidating? No, and apparently the rest of the class ate it up as 
well. Point one: Young men respond to louder voices, stronger state-
ments, and verbal challenge. It’s one reason that experimental single-
sex classrooms are reporting great progress among students who were 
academic washouts and disciplinary problems the year before. Instead 
of aiming for a calm, low-key environment, these teachers have found 
a way to fully engage male students and get them where they live. 

kEEP lEARning ACtiVE
A second fact is that boys are active—always. They are like cats. 

Cats are rarely still—even asleep, their tails twitch and paws flex. Yes, 
it may distract the teacher if boys drum their pencils while they read, 
or tap their feet while they listen. But, that’s natural. Give them some-
thing quiet to handle—a tennis ball to squeeze or something similar. 

Give boys an opportunity to use large muscle groups. Instead 
of filling in worksheet blanks, maybe they will work better on a 
whiteboard or large sheets of paper. Or maybe they need to be chal-
lenged to run up and down the stairs ten times when they just can’t 
focus on math. Using those big muscles and burning up that excess 
energy can make it easier to sit down and focus afterward.

How do your boys sit? We’ve all read the recommendations for 
feet f lat on the floor, light coming over the left shoulder, proper 
posture, and so forth. On the other hand, Thomas Jefferson did 
much of his writing at a tall desk without a chair. Winston Churchill 
did the same, or else dictated his speeches and books to a secretary 
while he paced the room and made wide hand motions. If your son 
is more comfortable doing math with his feet propped higher than 
his head, can you live with that? Of course you can! 

Don’t forget the value of active learning. Experiments, demonstra-
tions, and anything that will make ideas more concrete will help your 
sons absorb the concepts in their books. You can even turn mundane 
exercises into a competition—who can finish his math drills fastest 
and with the best accuracy? Who can read and report on the most 

Don't Forget 
the value of active learning
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books this month? Field trips and visits with 
special people—veterans, professionals, 
specialists of any sort—are not only fun but 
extremely valuable for connecting textbooks 
with the real world.

mAkE tHE EnViROnmEnt 
COmfORtABlE

Research has found that boys work best 
in a cool environment. Warm rooms (heated 
for the girls’ comfort) make boys drowsy. 
If you’re teaching a mixed group, consider 
putting your daughter’s seat in a sunny spot 
and your son in the cooler part of the room. 
Maybe even give him a small fan! 

Is homeschooling the only way to edu-
cate a son? We won’t claim that it is. But we 
can’t think of a better way to take a boy as 
God made him and help him become what 

God intends him to be—without forcing 
him through a mold that is convenient for 
an institutional program.   

Hal and Melanie 
Young are the par-
ents of eight home-
schooled children. 
Their book, Raising 
Real Men: Surviv-
ing, Teaching and 

Appreciating Boys, is available from Great 
Waters Press at www.RaisingRealMen.com.

Come and hear Hal and Melanie at the 
HEAV Convention! Also read their article 
on marriage, “Hey, That’s Not Fair,” on our 
website, www.heav.org/the-virginia-home-
educator/volume-18-issue-2.

Triangle Education Assessments, LLC
2521 Schieffelin Rd., Ste 102
Apex, NC 27502 • Ph. 919.387.7004 
orders@triangleed.com
Toll free or fax order:
      1.877.8.GET TEST (1.877.843.8837)

Group discounts available • Some restrictions apply

S pecializing in

Achievement, Cognitive, 
Career, College Credit 

and Practice Tests 
www.TriangleEd.com

National standardized achievement tests

Your Child  is Uniquely & Wonderfully Made

The Iowa Tests® for grades K-12
SAT/10 for grades K-12       
Woodcock-Johnson® III for ages 4-99
BASITM for grades 3-12
Brigance® - up to 7 yrs. developmentally
CogAT® for grades K-12
OLSAT for grades 2-12
Interest ExplorerTM for grades 9-12
Career Direct® for grades 8-adult

•CLEP® Exams
•DSSTTM Exams
•�The�Iowa�Practice�Test,�CogAT/
OLSAT�Practice�Test, Scoring 
High�Test�Prep�Books

and worked diligently to choose the perfect 
combination of new speakers and old favor-
ites who will uplift and inspire you with their 
encouragement and knowledge. When you 
look at our workshop list, you’ll see that we 

have workshops for the beginner to the vet-
eran, preschool to high school, special-needs 
to gifted education, and math to media. We 
have something for everyone! I am so looking 
forward to seeing each one of you there!  

The Virginia home educaTor   |   www.heaV.org          19       

fROm tHE COnVEntiOn DiRECtOR  
Continued from page 5

©
 d

ej
an

ris
to

vs
ki 

| i
st

oc
kp

ho
to

.co
m



20   The Virginia home educaTor   |   Summer 2012

W e live in a culture in which secular thinking has infil-
trated all different aspects of life, including science, 
history, politics, literature, and the arts. One of the 

beauties of homeschooling is that we can “reclaim” these subjects 
by building our approach to them upon God’s Word.

As a homeschool graduate, I’m very 
grateful for the way my parents sought to 
instruct us in a biblical worldview. I learned 
to see God’s Word, not just as the source 
for spiritual truth, but as the foundation for 
understanding every area of life accurately.

One subject, however, stood out as a stark 
exception: math. We simply could not see 
how math could be approached from a bib-
lical worldview. How could “1 + 1 = 2” be 
anything but neutral? How could math facts be approached biblically? 

APPlying A BiBliCAl wORlDViEw tO mAtH
While the Bible does not specifically talk about math, it offers 

principles through which we can view and understand each aspect 
of life, including math. For example, the Bible teaches us that Jesus 
created and sustains all things (Colossians 1:16-17). Thus He cre-
ated and sustains math! This does not mean He created the symbols 
on the piece of paper we have come to associate with math; it means 
He created the real-life principles those symbols represent.

Think for a moment about why math works. Why do equations we 
solve on paper apply in real life? They apply because they describe the 
consistent way God holds things together! One plus one consistently 
equals two because God keeps objects adding together consistently. 
We can only rely on math to work because a faithful, never-changing 
God consistently sustains this universe by His Word. Math’s very 
ability to work testifies to God’s power and faithfulness.

Biblical principles can also govern our use of math. The Bible 
teaches us that God has given each person work to do—work we are 
to do as unto the Lord (Colossians 3:17). So, we want to learn to 
use math to help us in the work we do—as unto the Lord!

There are lots of direct applications of math to everyday life. Math 
helps us learn logical thinking, structured thought process, and prob-
lem-solving skills—thus serving indirectly as a tool at a deeper level. 

tHE SECulARizAtiOn Of mAtH
Pick up nearly any math textbook, and you’ll notice it does not 

mention where math came from or why it works. Math “facts” are 
taught and drilled into students, but students are never given a foun-
dation on which to understand those “facts.” They’re left looking at 
math as a neutral, self-existent structure. 

While calling something neutral may not seem like a worldview, 
it is! Neutral means indifferent or “not engaged on either side; not 

aligned with a political or ideological grouping.”1 When taught to 
view math as neutral, students are subtly being taught that there are 
certain absolutes and principles that exist independently from God. 

This is a very dangerous twist on reality. Math should remind us to 
trust God, the One who day in and day out sustains this universe with 

such faithfulness that math facts can be used 
to describe how objects will operate. Instead, 
math facts taught alone encourage students to 
place their faith in human reasoning and math 
itself, and to view math as the source of truth. 

Looking back, I can see how the things 
I learned in math subtly harmed my heart. 
When I began wrestling to make my faith 
my own, I approached the topic with the 
thought that I needed to see what math and 

science proved or disproved before I could commit myself to God. My 
understanding of math, which should have been reinforcing God’s 
faithfulness, was actually drawing me away from Him and encourag-
ing me to trust math itself and human reasoning. 

REClAiming mAtH
So how do we teach the next generation to base their thinking in 

every area, including math, on God’s Word?
Adding a Bible verse to a secular lesson does not fix the problem. 

That is similar to taping Bible verses over a bomb. We might suc-
ceed in hiding the danger but not in diffusing it. 

If we really want to reclaim math, we need to totally change our 
approach and look at concepts not as neutral facts, but as useful 
ways of describing the consistency in the universe God created 
and sustains. We will want to present different math methods as 
ways that men, using the ability God gave them, have recorded that 
consistency. And we will want to teach students how to use math to 
help in their daily tasks and in exploring God’s creation.

Math needs to be reclaimed. Its very existence serves as a fascinat-
ing glimpse of God’s character and a testimony to His faithfulness 
and power. Let’s not miss out on seeing Him in math, for when we 
do, we will be encouraged to trust Him in every area of our lives.  

Katherine Loop, a homeschool graduate, is the author 
of various homeschool resources, including two books on 
teaching math from a biblical worldview. Check out her 
website, www.christianperspective.net, for more infor-
mation and to sign up for her free e-newsletters. 

This article was excerpted from the Home School Enrichment 
Magazine. Reprinted with permission. Read the full article and “Teach-
ing Math from a Biblical Perspective” by Katherine at www.heav.org
/the-virginia-home-educator/volume-18-issue-2, and be sure to come 
and hear Katherine speak at the convention!

 When taught
to view math as neutral, 

students are taught that 

there are principles that 

exist independently from God.

Reclaiming
Math Katherine Loop

1  Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary, 1974 ed., s.v. “neutral.”
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Chalk Dust Company
s Quality Math Programs -- Basic Math-Calculus I
      DVDs, accredited books, student technical support

s 15 Years Serving the Homeschool Family

s Discounts - see www.chalkdust.com

Dana Mosely
(aka Uncle Buck)

FREE DVD Evaluation Sampler

800-588-7564

AttEntiOn mOmS OR DADS!
Make a Difference		n	Work from Home		n	540-972-4270

AntiquE gORDOn PRinting PRESS from 1870s. In good operating 
condition. Prints up to 8x10. Great project for homeschoolers or addition to 
antique printing collection. Owned for over 35 years by former printer and 
homeschooler. Cast iron and steel (heavy). Offering for only $400/obo. Located 
in Staunton, VA. Call 757-619-3504.

SERiOuS ABOut Running A HOmE-BASED BuSinESS so that 
you and your family can really start enjoying life? Look no further. Our proven 
system of success is helping people just like you create the kind of success you 
always dreamed about having. Get trained now. 
www.neweconomysolution.com/financialopportunity

BEAutiful BRiCk CAPE COD. 2,000+ sq. ft. 3.69 ac, mostly hardwoods. 
Hardwood floors throughout. Granite counters. Sunroom. Two masonry fireplaces 
w/gas logs. Outdoor woodstove/boiler. Great front porch, Detached guest 
bedroom. 2,000+ sq. ft. garage. Several outbuildings. Cul-de-sac. Well/Septic. 
Historic Dinwiddie. 1 hr SW of Richmond. 804-469-3343 or 804-895-0111.

1985 El CAminO Fully restored with Choo–Choo package. 350 HP Crate 
4-Barrel Carb installed 6,000 miles ago. Restored by local car enthusiast. This is a 
show car with minor paint imperfections. $10,000. 804-898-0999. Ask for William.

lOOking fOR A COuntRy fARmEttE designed for a large homeschool 
family outside of Richmond? 5 bedroom, 3 ½ bath, energy efficient, lovingly 
landscaped, beautiful backyard with vinyl picket fence, gazebo, pergola over patio, 
raised-bed gardens, berry bushes, chicken house, stocked pond with waterview 
from home. Fenced pastures. www.virginiafarmette.com or call 804-469-4111.

want to advertise here? HEAV members receive a free ad!
Check your mailing label to find if you are a member and when your membership expires.

jOin HEAV  tODAy!

* Small Classes 
*  Varied Schedule—Day, Evening, Online    
    and Independent Study Classes 
* Modern Classroom Technology and Black 
    board©® 
* Advanced Leadership and Discipleship  
   Training 

 

VFCCWC is conveniently located in northern Virginia with easy access to I-95. Degrees are offered in several     
academic majors such as Christian Ministries, Education, Pastoral Counseling, Psychology, Theology and     
Business Administration all  geared towards “enriching and honoring your faith.”  

Get a step ahead of the crowd and begin your college education now. Pursue a fully accredited bachelor’s      
degree, associates degree or a certificate while working on your high school requirements through “dual enroll-
ment”. Easing the financial burden of college is our primary focus without sacrificing academic excellence. 
VFCCWC is certified to operate by the State Council of Higher Education in Virginia with accreditation through 
VFCC by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education. 

13909 Smoketown Rd. Woodbridge, VA 22192, 703-580-4810, 703-580-4806 fax 
www.vfcc.edu/woodbridge 

 

Katherine Loop
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Keep them active, keep them injury free.

To learn more about 
playground safety, 
scan the code or visit: 
www.cpsc.gov 
www.playgroundsafety.org

Carefully supervise your child 
at play.

Use playgrounds designed for 
your child’s age.

Avoid playgrounds with hard 
surfacing such as concrete or dirt.

 

Playground Safety is as easy as...

www.vdh.virginia.gov

1.
2.
3.
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Regent University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and  Schools to award associates, baccalaureate, masters, and doctorate degrees. 
Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404.679.4500 for questions about the accreditation of Regent University. Regent 
University admits students without discrimination on the basis of race, color, disability, gender, religion or national or ethnic origin. Regent University is certified by the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia to operate campuses within the Commonwealth of Virginia. UNG110457

C h r i s t i a n  L e a d e r s h i p  t o  C h a n g e  t h e  W o r l d

An Academic Home
as Remarkable as 
Her FIrst.

Hope Ammen grew up in an environment 
where academic challenge and a spirit of 
inquiry were celebrated and encouraged. 
Today, the former home schooled student 
is experiencing the same in her classes 
at Regent University. She’s enjoying new 
opportunities, a campus life filled with 
friends, and professors who believe in 
her as a student and a leader. Ready to 
join our family? Learn about Regent’s 
homeschool-friendly admissions policies.

888.718.1222
regent.edu/undergrad

G
Associate’s • Bachelor’s  

Master’s • Doctoral

 
On Campus | Online

virginia beach, virginia

Hope Ammen, Sophomore
Cinema/Television
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Train up a child in the way he should go…

As a leading public policy institution focused  
on American liberty, The Heritage Foundation 
is pleased to offer a series of essays, 
monographs, and books for your use in  
learning about our nation’s First Principles.

Your First Stop  
for First Principles
from The Heritage Foundation

Visit heritage.org/FirstPrinciples

Monographs
On constitutionalism, religious liberty, 
federalism, and other key themes

By Matthew Spalding, Ph.D.

Preface by Edwin Meese III

A cItIzEn’S  

IntroDuctIon to thE  

DEclArAtIon of InDEPEnDEncE  

AnD thE conStItutIon

The Declaration of Independence and the United States Con-

stitution are the greatest statements of human liberty ever 

written. They are the highest achievements of our political tradi-

tion, powerful beacons to all who strive for liberty. Taken together, 

these documents represent the liberating principles that America 

seeks to conserve for itself and proclaim to the world.

A general agreement on the core principles expressed in the  

Declaration of Independence and the Constitution—equal rights 

grounded in a permanent human nature, constitutionalism and 

the rule of law, republican self government—long formed the 

underlying consensus of the American political tradition, but is 

today in doubt.

“If we are to restore and preserve America’s principles—the truths 

to which we are dedicated, the common ideas that constitute us as a 

people—we must first rediscover them,” writes Matthew Spalding, 

director of the B. Kenneth Simon Center for American Studies at 

The Heritage Foundation. And that demands that we rediscover 

the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. “Only then 

can we renew our commitment to them, to the heritage they have 

given us, and, more importantly, to the noble ideas and grand 

promises they contain.”

A cItIzEn’S  

IntroDuctIon to thE  

DEclArAtIon of InDEPEnDEncE  

AnD thE conStItutIon
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The Heritage Guide  
to the Constitution
The first-of-its kind, 
definitive guide to 
the Constitution, now 
fully searchable and 
available online at 
ConstitutionOnline.com

We Still Hold 
These Truths
Best-selling 
book now with 
companion 
teaching guide 
and video

Convention 
inFormation 
pages 11-14


