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That’s how many hours you have
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your child a biblical worldview and to develop Christlike character in him or her. BJU Press
offers a wide selection of textbooks, distance learning options, and other educational
materials to help you train your child in the time that you have.

Visit bjupresshomeschool.com or call 800.845.5731 to learn more about our products
for K4—Grade 12.
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Mary Kay Smith
T his fall brought a big shock to my system as I said goodbye

to all three of my children within a two-week time span. My

son got married and moved, my oldest daughter graduated
from college and became a professional ballerina, and my youngest
graduated from high school and went to college. My kids didn’t just
move out either; all of them ended up in the next time zone!

This is a new life—one in which I’ve learned that dust accumu-
lates more quickly in unused spaces, I have to remember to set a
table just for two, the song “Ain’t No Sunshine When She’s/He’s
Gone” comes unbidden to me at inopportune times, and I no lon-
ger have enough pink clothes to do an entire load of laundry.

But like many former homeschool moms, I am still in the “home-
school world” and want to continue to encourage you to stay there
too. That is what this issue is about.

After the convention this past summer, I read through the com-
ments and concerns shared in the survey. It seemed to me that many
of them could be answered by a “visit to my living room.” So I gath-
ered some friends who also have been homeschooling for a very long
time and asked them to help me consider your most common home-
school questions. Just pretend you’re relaxing with us over tea, and
we’ll answer the best we can. Remember that these are only opin-
ions; we are sharing what has worked for us. Each family is unique, so
seek the Lord for what will or won’t work for your family.

Our panel of friends includes these fun, special women—women
just like you:

Lotlors

CRISIS IN HOMESCHOOLING
Wow, HEAV! I’'m impressed. Your article in the last magazine
blew me away. Many of the thoughts Reb Bradley addressed have
been on my mind a lot lately. I’'m so thankful you published his ar-
ticle. I hope it is an encouraging and wise word
to every homeschooling family that reads it. It
certainly was to me.
Thank you,
Donna Bruton, Fredericksbury

I’'m reading Reb Bradley’s great article.
How wise of you to give this such promi-
nence. Parts remind me of Paul Tripp’s great
book Age of Opportunity. Thank you for
publishing this!

Kathy Kubl, LearnDifferently.com

Editor’s note: Reb’s article has obviously touched
a chord with many Christian families. We’ve
had many reprint requests, Josh Harris picked
it up and posted it on his blog, and many people
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Laura Baldwin, mother of six, runner, swim team mom, book-
worm, co-op teacher, British literature whiz, humorist.

Melissa Barnes, writing teacher, swim taxi driver, Starbucks post-
er girl, benefactor of young musicians, book collector, mother of five,
reluctant cohabitant of reptiles, daily forgiven child of the King.

Vicki Bentley, HSLDA Toddlers to Tweens consultant and
Group Services director, owner of EverydayHomemaking.com,
mom to many, grandma to more, cook, baker, a woman who knows
no strangers—only friends she hasn’t met.

Yvonne Bunn, homeschool conference speaker, HEAV’s director
of homeschool support and government affairs, researcher, coun-
selor for new homeschoolers, traveler for HEAV, knitter, mother of
five, grandmother of eleven.

Kathy Kuhl, writer and speaker who helps parents assist children
with learning challenges (check out http://learndifferently.com),
mother of two, new empty-nester, traveler, Wallace and Gromit fan.

Katherine Loop, homeschool graduate, sister, author (check out
www.christianperspective.net), reading and learning enthusiast,
tea enjoyer.

Karen Montgomery, support-group initiator and leader, non-
profit volunteer, library friends chairperson, bookworm, uncom-
pensated Apple product spokesperson, mother of three.

Mary Kay Smith, writer and editor, educational event planner,
bookworm, Precepts Bible student, habitat gardener, mother of
three, lover of koalas, orangutans, and frogs. T

have linked to the article on their Facebook pages. Reb reported to us that
since the article was published, be has had many people contact him and
has had vequests for several radio interviews.

THANKS TO HEAV

With eleven years of homeschooling, our family has benefited
from the fruit of your labors. I just want you to know how much I
appreciate all of your hard work.

Thank you! Annette Holloway

I'joined HEAV before I started homeschooling and will continue to
be a member. I love the information you pass on to me and the support
I know is always there when I need it. This is a necessity to me and not
a frivolous expense.

Thank you for ALL you do for our homeschooling family.

Kim Anderson

Editor’s note: Thanks from HEAV to all of our members! Your finan-
cial support is what helps us continue to act as o watchdog for home-
schooling rights. We couldn’t do it without you!



Christ-Centered Online Classes
For 4Hr-124h Grade Homeschooled Students

« Presidential Elections « Web Design « Business

- US. Military Maritime History < Pre-Law - Bible

- Biblically Based Journalism » Hermeneutics - Computer
« Crime Scene Investigation « Math - Geography
« Intro to Radio Ministry « English « Music

- Foreign Languages + Science « And More!

- Robotics « Art

“Dear Mrs. Iverson, THANK YOU for conducting such an exciting class

yesterday about dissecting the owl pallet. We are in China so the time .

difference make the weekly class at 10pm. Last night the excitement went = | et e
out the window . . . not only Justus was so dedicated and concentrated, - '
but his younger sister Janice also tried to find sculls and bones. When

they found a fang, it's like finding gold in a treasure box. At first I was a

little concern about the smell of the pellet but they both said it had a

chocolate smell so that went really well too.

Aside from a super exciting class last night, I also want to appreciate
what you have done since the beginning of the class. I see my son's
interest broaden and his responsibility level also improve. This includes
staying up while everyone else is already asleep for the 10pm class...all
due to interesting class content and your way of engaging the students.
Thank you for your LOVE and care to these students. It has made a
difference in Justus' life.” ~Clarissa

Christ-Centered Academic Summer Camps
For BH-124h Grade Shudents

Students Have Attended our Camps From
Every State in The U.S. and 7 Countries!

Subscribe 4o our Free Homeschoo NewsleHer and Gt Immediate Free Access
o These 30 Minute Seminars in our Online Classroom. .

- Top 10 Homeschooling Mistakes And These Articles...
« 5 Fabulous Physics Activities (3rd-8th Graders) College Professor Critiques Homeschoolers
- Pregnant Sheep Uterus Dissection - My Daughter - God's Hand
» Sheep Heart Dissection - Cadaver Lab - Three Stories
« 12 Books Your High Schooler Should Read - Thoughts on Daughters _..and Sons
« German Language Basics

QI 323

« Sheep Trachea and Lung Dissection
ﬁA

www.LandryAcademy.com /lﬁ_l,n#(!u_,_gademyq

Chvist Centered Online Classes £ Summer Camps



www.landryacademy.com

t’s hard to homeschool more than a few months before being ex-
posed to one of the biggest myths of homeschooling: Everyone is
doing a good job homeschooling...except ME!

Just look around. You see other homeschool moms who exude
confidence. They’ve somehow figured out their children’s learning
styles and made them work to their advantage. They know all about
the best curricula and where to get it cheap. They are excited and
filled with energy and go on a field trip every week. They have a well-
honed schedule that includes time for volunteering in the support
group and teaching a co-op class. Not only do they have a plan for
each child, but they have a plan for the entire year! They have sup-
portive husbands who dive in and teach a subject or two if needed.
And as a homeschool friend of mine says, “They are even able to
homeschool and get dinner on the table in the same day!”

“How come my family isn’t like that?” we ask. The magazine ar-
ticles we read, the seminars we attend, and the moms’ meetings we
participate in are all intended to encourage us, so why do we come
away feeling guilty? The truth is other families aren’t like that either.
It only seems to us as though they have the “perfect” homeschool
family. The good things are often the only things others allow us to
see, and the success stories are the only ones they share. We’re not
seeing the whole picture.

In reality, no one person can do EVERYTHING well. The char-
acteristics we observe and admire in other homeschooling parents are
most often their areas of natural strength or God-given abilities. With-
out noticing what we are doing, we glean all those wonderful strengths
from different homeschoolers and create an idea in our mind of the ide-

. ,

FROMTHE DIRECTOR
OF HOMESCHOOL SUPPORT Yvonne Bunn

al homeschool mom. Then, without realizing it, we begin to compare
ourselves to this unrealistic person we’ve created. What a mistake!

We can never live up to this self-imposed standard of homeschooling
excellence we’ve created! God says in His Word, “When they measure
themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves,
they are without understanding” (2 Corinthians 10:12 NET). God
has created each of us with unique strengths (1 Corinthians 1:26-31).
If we focus on the areas of strength that God has given #s—our inter-
est in and our ability to teach a particular subject, or our attention to
detail, or our organizational skills—God will show us how He can
work to meet the other educational needs of our children.

Everyone has both strengths and weaknesses. Don’t compare your
weakness to someone else’s strength. Be thankful for your strengths
and use them to do the very best job you can teaching your children.
At the same time, don’t let your weaknesses discourage you to the
point of giving up. Instead, be realistic and ask for help in these impor-
tant areas. Help can come in many different ways: learning along with
your child, hiring or bartering tutoring services, trading off a subject
with another parent, etc. There are many creative ways to compensate
for our weaknesses without feeling guilty!

Most importantly, focus on God’s plan for YOUR family. He will
show you how to reach the goals He has put in your heart. It is no acci-
dent that your children are in your family, so work in your strengths and
trust Him to show you how to work through your weaknesses. Remem-
ber that God’s strength is perfected in our weaknesses—they drive us
to Him. Pray with your children, too. By seeking God together, you’re

teaching them a priceless lesson: you can depend on Him. T

NOTE

As we near the end of 2011 and look back, we
see we have had another active year. Although
it’s been a year filled with many economic chal-
lenges and organizational changes, we contin-
ue to move forward with the Lord’s help.

There were many important things HEAV
did during the past year. Among them was
HEAV’s consistent presence at the General
Assembly, working with legislators to protect
your right to homeschool. Every legislative
session is filled with unknowns—unexpected
legislation, unusual votes, and surprising out-
comes. Being there made a difference—from
supporting immunization exemptions, to
carefully monitoring the development of vir-
tual schools, to attending sports access study
meetings after the session was over.

While some of us were at the General As-
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sembly, our office staft and curriculum coun-
selors were available by phone and e-mail to
answer a myriad of questions from parents—
some who were planning to homeschool in the
future, others who were ready to begin now,
and others who had homeschooled for years
but still had questions. Daily, we answered
questions about the law and testing, as well as
about how to choose curriculum for students
in kindergarten through high school.

This fall, a number of our counseling calls
came from alarmed parents who received in-
timidating letters demanding more detailed
curriculum descriptions. Descriptions that were
acceptable last year were not acceptable this
year. HEAV contacted local officials to discuss
inconsistencies and also met with the Depart-
ment of Education to request changes to their
online description-of-curriculum samples.

During the year, we presented Success
Seminars at the HEAV office, held a two-
day retreat for support group leaders, had a
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tremendously encouraging convention, spoke
to local support groups, arranged and hosted
discounted field trips throughout the state,
published free weekly Updatesfilled with help-
ful news and events, maintained an extensive
website, and published a quarterly magazine.

The job is big and the needs are great!
HEAV is here to serve homeschoolers and
to protect and promote our homeschool-
ing freedoms, but we can’t do it without
your financial help. We need you to stand
with us in supporting home education
and in protecting homeschool freedoms.
If you’re not a member of HEAV, please join
today. Your membership, together with that
of others, supports the work we cannot do as
individual families. If you are already a mem-
ber, please think about supporting HEAV
through your end-of-year giving. Know that
whatever you’re able to give makes a BIG dif-
ference, as do your prayers.

With much appreciation for your support,

Yvonne Bunn
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reedomiWatch

everal school districts in Virginia have sent invitations to

homeschool families promoting enrollment in virtual schools

and offering “free” educational benefits. “Freebies” are al-
ways appealing, but there’s a serious catch.

A virtual school is a public school at home, with all the govern-
ment oversight, regulation, and control that regular public schools
have. It is not parent-directed, individualized home instruction,
but government-directed, taxpayer-funded education.
® Students must use a curriculum chosen by the government (the

State Board of Education and local school boards). The curricu-

lum is geared to the average child in a public school classroom with

no consideration for the individual child’s needs or learning style.
® Students have limited time to follow their own interests and must
learn what is deemed appropriate at each designated grade level.
® Students do not receive credit for any faith-based materials that
are used to supplement the curriculum.

® Teacher oversight (including interviews) from a state-certified
teacher is required.

® Students must be in lock-step with the public school subjects that
are taught and keep up with the learning pace.

® Teaching to the SOLs is required, and SOL testing is mandated.

® The school system has full control over curriculum content, and
the parent cannot opt out the student.

® Computer time replaces individualized instruction, and parents
become merely overseers and record keepers.

Virtual schools, or public schools at home, do not show the same
successful academic results as documented studies of independent, par-
ent-directed homeschools reveal. Public schools at home have few of
the benefits of independent homeschooling and none of the freedoms.

For two years in a row, Idaho’s students involved in virtual
schools performed lower compared to traditional public school
students in every grade level tested (grades three through eight
and grade ten). Statistics from the Idaho Board of Education
indicated that in 2005, across all grades and subjects, 79.4% of
all Idaho public school students scored “proficient” or above on
statewide tests, but only 71.2% of the public-school-at-home stu-
dents were “proficient.”

On the other hand, independent homeschool students score on
average 30 percentile points higher than the national average for
public school students on nationally normed standardized tests. In
1999, Dr. Lawrence Rudner’s study of more than 20,000 home-
schooled students showed that for those who were continuously
homeschooled, homeschoolers were scoring one full grade level
ahead of others by second grade and four grade levels ahead of oth-
ers by ninth grade.

Independent, parent-directed homeschooling recognizes the
right of parents to choose the proper education and training for
their children.

e In an independent homeschool, parents are free to direct their
child’s studies and choose curriculum that best suits his needs,
interests, and learning style.

e Parents are free from the authority and oversight of govern-
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ment-certified teachers and can teach what is appropriate for
each individual child.

e Students and parents can delve deeply into subjects of interest,
and parents decide when each subject should be taught.

e Parents can pass on their moral values and include faith-based
training and instruction as part of their curriculum.

e Parents can give credit for faith-based materials taught at the
high school level.

e Students are free to learn at an appropriate level and at their own
pace. Remediation can take place if needed, or a child can ad-
vance if mastery is shown. There is no busywork.

e SOL tests are not required and therefore do not drive curriculum
choices.

¢ One-on-one instruction with personal interaction between the parent
and child has proven to be the most successful method of education.
Independent, parent-directed homeschooling gives parents

the opportunity to do what is best for each child. Individualized

curriculum and one-on-one instruction are the keys to academic
success. No government program is better, or has better results,
than independent, parent-directed home education.

For further information on this topic, go to www.heav.org/law

/virtual/index.html. ™5

coach Jennifer Mercer, and Mark Persinger
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HOMESCHOOL QUESTIONS

C =<

n this article, a panel of homeschoolers (see “From the Editor” for their bios) have

informally shared some of their thoughts and experiences on a wide variety of home-

school questions many of you submitted to us through the 2011 convention survey.

¢ appreciated hearing your questions, and we hope this little “chat time” together wi
We app ted h g your questions, and we hope this little “chat time” togeth: 11

encourage you and leave you with some helpful ideas!

Keep in mind that each of our panelists is just sharing what worked for her, and sometimes even

have opposite opinions! So just take the ideas that will work for you and ignore those that won't.

Now, without further ado, we invite you to grab a cup of coffee or tea and join us for a

casual Q&A!

Note: Many of the “Helpful Reading” sections refevence past issues of TVHE. These can all
be found at www.heav.org/resouvces/home-educator.itml.

TIPS

HOW CAN WE TEACH MULTIPLE

AGES AT ONE TIME?

e ] found I needed to teach the skill subjects
individually, but history, science, litera-
ture, Bible, etc., can be taught together,
which saves lots of time. Present the topic
to everyone together, and then give dif-
ferent assignments based on the age, abil-
ity, skill level, and maturity of each child.
After a designated time, have them return
and present what they have learned—a
one-page, written report from an older
student, a drawing with labels from an-
other child, and an item that the youngest
child had to find related to the topic.

e Sometimes the disparity is so large that
you can’t lump school together, and you
have to spend much more time with one
child than with another. In that case,
you hand the independent child an as-
signment and stay with the one who
needs you by his side. (When I did that,
though, I made an effort to spend time in
some other way with the child who could
study on his own.)

e It can be helpful to set up a math table
or a language arts center where supplies
can be readily available and parents can
oversee the work of children at multiple
levels even when they are not working on

and children in need of individualized
instruction can come to receive lessons.

e Try simplifying your homemaking and
your chores, encouraging independent
study, and reading aloud.

e Some subjects (such as history and litera-
ture) can be taught to multiple age lev-
els at once if you read the books aloud.
Reading aloud is a time saver and keeps
everyone engaged.

e We found the Konos curriculum helpful
for a period when all the children were in
grade school. It required mom-intensive
preparation, but, since all ages could use
them at once, it actually took less time
gathering supplies and books than it did to
sit down separately with each child to do
individual seatwork. We found two other
families to do Konos with, and that helped
to share the preparation. We all loved it.

o My Father's World allows multiple learn-
ers at the elementary and middle school
level to work together with minimal ad-
aptation by the parent. Tapestry of Grace
accommodates learners from kindergar-
ten through high school.

HOW CAN WE ASSESS IF OUR

CHILDREN ARE ON TRACK?

e While there are certainly basic compe-
tencies that we all need our children to
achieve, realize that what is “on track”
for one child may not be for another.
Instead of stressing about whether your
child matches someone else’s ideas of “on

HOW CAN | KEEP FROM LOSING
MY RIGHT TO HOMESCHOOL?
e Know and obey the law in Virginia.

Know your rights. Don’t give up
anything to the state that you don’t
have to.

¢ Homeschool laws and regulations

are created at the state level, so read
and pass along HEAV’s Legislative
Updates, participate if there is a call
to action, and pray!

¢ Join and financially support HEAV!

HEAV is your state organization
that actively works to protect and
expand your rights. Your money and
support and HEAV’s monitoring of
the law and local policies are a for-
midable combination. While you may
be mostly aware of HEAV’s nurtur-
ing support of us, HEAV’s first and
most important benefit to us is the
aggressive protection she provides.
HEAV introduces legislation to ad-
vance homeschool freedoms, watches
for and responds to legislation that
could affect homeschooling families,
and even employs a full-time lobbyist.
Join Home School Legal Defense
Association (HSLDA). This organi-
zation exists to defend and advance
the constitutional right of parents to
direct the education of their children.
As such, HSLDA members receive
personal legal support in the event
of a homeschooling problem, as well
as consultations on a wide variety of
homeschooling issues. (If you’re first a
member of HEAV, you get a discount
on your HSLDA membership.)

Also support ParentalRights.org,

whose mission is to protect children
by empowering parents. They are try-
ing to get the Parental Rights Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution adopt-
ed, and to prevent the United States’
ratification of the UN’s Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

Helpful Reading: HEAV’s Legisiative Updates.
Sign up at www.heav.org/law/legislative/lu
/index.html.

the same thing. Parents can also set up a track,” set individual goals at the begin-

central station where mom or dad stays ning of the school year for each of your
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children and monitor their progress to-
ward achieving those goals. This will be
much more rewarding and will help pre-
serve the love of learning in your kids.

e Ifyou want to see generally what’s covered
atan age level, go to any curriculum vendor
and ask for their “Scope and Sequence.”

e Annual nationally normed standardized
achievement tests can be a good indica-
tor of how your children are doing. They
show how your children compare with
others the same ages who took the same
tests. Test examples include the Stanford,
Towa Test of Basic Skills, and the Califor-
nia Achievement Test. You can order them
through Bob Jones University Press. Of
course, some children don’t score well on
tests, and all children learn at different
paces, so test results are only so help-
ful. See www.heav.org/testing/interp
/interpretationoftestresults.html for
some pointers on interpreting test results.

WHAT ARE SOME DIFFERENT
METHODS FOR TEACHING
READING? WRITING?

e We used At Last! A Teaching Method for
Every Child by Mary Pecci. This combines
sight words with phonics, which is a very
effective combination. The program works
for children of all abilities, and related
spelling and activity books are available.

e Some good resources we found are Home
Education 101, A Mentor’s Manual by
Vicki Bentley, Ruth Beechick’s The Three
R’ and You Can Teach Your Child Success-
fully!, and Common Sense Press’s Learn-
ing Language Avts Through Literature.

e We taught reading with a phonics ap-
proach, but my children either “got” pho-
nics or they didn’t. The ones who didn’t
still learned to read with lots of exposure
to books. Writing was the same way. Some
children had LOTS ofideas for writing but
didn’t have the small motor skills to keep
up with their thoughts. I let them dictate
to me while I typed. I didn’t want their
physical limitations to keep them from
learning to put their thoughts together.

e My daughter taught herself to read, and I
still do not know how it happened. I used
Spell to Write and Read with my son and
found it to be very effective when supple-
mented with some easy readers. Unfortu-
nately it also demanded a lot of structure
and time that I didn’t have when my next
child needed to learn to read, so we just
opted for lots of exposure to books. We
then began working through the read-

ing lessons in My Father’s World First
Grade and loved them! They were easy to
implement and very effective...just what
we needed. My next challenge will be to
teach a child with special needs to read.
The beauty is that I now know that there
are so many options out there that I will
definitely be able to find a perfect fit.

HELPFUL READING: “Teaching Reading” by Jessie
Wise, and “Four Deadly Errors of Teaching Writing”
by Andrew Pudewa, TVHE, vol. 11, no. 2.

“Literary Education” by Adam Andrews, TVHE,
vol. 15, no. 2.

HOW DO WE ASSESS OUR
CHILDREN’S LEARNING STYLES
AND TEACH TO THEM?

e Cynthia Tobias is the expert here. She says
to observe patterns of behavior (notice the
circumstances around which your child ex-
periences success); listen to how he commu-
nicates with you (which is generally what he
needs back); keep an open mind and experi-
ment with what works; and focus on natu-
ral strengths, not just on weaknesses.

e When your children are not getting some-
thing, pray and ask the Lord for creative
ways to communicate—and don’t be afraid
to try them. Don’t assume every child will
learn the same way (or the way you do).
Cherish who the Lord made them to be.

HELPFUL READING: “Back to School: How Much Is a

MatterofStyle?” by CynthiaTobias, TVHE,vol.16,n0.3.
See also www.hslda.org/elert/archive/2010/10

/20101021101933.asp for links to related articles.

HOW CAN WE BETTER JUGGLE

AGE GROUPS WITHIN THE HOME

DURING SCHOOL TIME?

e | had a plastic busy box for my preschooler
that she used only when we were in school.
I set the timer for an hour, and she had to
stay on the sofa or seated at a table and
keep busy with those items by herself for
that period of time. Every day I changed
items in the box. We used puzzles, sticker
books, videos, picture books, coloring
books, felt scenes, Play-Dough, toys, etc.

e Apart from doing reading and experi-
ments together—the things that cross de-
velopmental lines—I worked with the per-
sonality of my kids. Some are sleepers, so
they got the later shift. Some liked it done
as soon as possible, so we got up early and
did our math or writing assignments that
needed more individualized attention.

HELPFUL READING: “Training Toddlers and Preschool
Children” by Kerin Morgan, TVHE, vol. 16, no. 4.

“Making the Most of the Preschool Years” by Valerie
Bendt, TVHE, vol. 12, no. 2.
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TIME MANAGEMENT

L N~

WHAT IS A GOOD SCHEDULE

TO STRUCTURE YOUR DAY, AND

WHAT ARE SOME HOMESCHOOL

AND HOUSEWORK TRICKS TO GET

IT ALL DONE?

e We had a family breakfast time before
which all personal chores had to be done.
School started immediately afterward.
Lunch was another “anchor” of the day,
but other than that, our schedule flexed.
The children all had daily and weekly
chores to help around the house. And
frankly, some things just didn’t get done
as frequently as I would have liked!

e We figured out what was hardest and did
that when we were fresh. After begin-
ning with Bible reading, we devoted the
mornings to language arts and math.

e Revisit your routine and get back to basics.
Keep a schedule and stick to it. Knowing
what comes next without having to make
one more decision can be a relief.

e A friend devoted her family’s Friday af-
ternoons to chores. Then her husband
cooked dinner. They fed the boys early
and had a quiet meal to themselves later.

e Incorporate home economics into your
curriculum and teach your kids to do
housework and cooking.

e Plan meals the night or week before.
Waiting until 4 p.m. is exhausting.

e Try the once-a-month cooking approach
so that your evening meals can be put to-
gether quickly. (Once-a-Month Cooking is
by Mary Lagerborg and Mimi Wilson.)

e For housework we had games, challeng-
es, and incentives. Also, we always had a
“five-minute pick-up” at the end of the
day. For a while, we threw stuff into a
basket, but that proved a bad idea in the
long run. Baskets never got dealt with.
So then everyone had to put away—in its
correct place—ten things not their own,
plus their own stuff. Someone quickly
vacuumed, someone tidied the entry (for
first impressions!), and someone set the
table...things that said the school day was
over and evening was here—even if there
were still assignments to finish.

e The book Managers of Their Homes by
Steven and Teri Maxwell offers a work-
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able plan for creating a family schedule.
To be useful, a schedule must be func-
tional yet flexible.

WHAT ARE SOME TIPS FOR TIME
MANAGEMENT? CAN YOU TIME
MANAGE WITHOUT BEING ON A
RIGID SCHEDULE?

e We needed a schedule, or my son would
still be listening to me talk about novels—
and he graduated five years ago. Have a
schedule, but don’t be obsessed by it.

e Yes, you should have a schedule; no, it
should not be rigid—just predictable. This
is an area of discipline for the homeschool-
ing mom or dad. The schedule should start
around the same time each day and be as
protected from “important” phone calls
and e-mails as possible. Outside activities
should be reasonable and not during a core
period. I liked about three uninterrupted
hours, which gave me time to check on each
child to make sure they were tracking.

e Decide your routine and then make a
daily, visual to-do list. Get a clock that
chimes the quarter of every hour to help
you keep track of time. Set an alarm to
start dinner.

e Deal with stuff quickly—say yes or say no.
Though there are times where we need to wait
on the Lord and be still before Him, don’t let
simple decisions hang over your head.

HOW CAN WE AVOID
OVEREXERTION AND BURNOUT SO
THAT WE CAN KEEP OUR JOY?

® You have to pick and choose your activi-
ties. For every activity you choose, there
are hundreds more you can’t choose.
That’s life for all of us—we can’t do it all
or pay for it all. Select the best, and ig-
nore the merely good. (And there might
be times—pregnancy, illness, etc.—when
you have to drop even more.) Your kids
will keep on learning after they leave
home—you don’t have to provide every
opportunity for them now.

e Remember the “home” part of home-
school. Stay home, get school done, and
limit outside activities. Designate only
one day every month for field trips.

e Show respect for your work and make
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it your priority. Determine your school
hours and be unavailable to everyone else
just as if you were teaching in a classroom
on the other side of town. That means not
answering the phone during those hours
(ifit is a distraction, turn the ringer off) or
allowing other people to give you or your
children tasks (babysitting their kids, pro-
viding meals for all the shut-ins, etc.).

e Each winter was a struggle for me. In
January I would have a hard time getting
back on track after the holidays. I learned
to plan some fun things out of the house
to get excited about learning again, and
not to make any major decisions about
homeschooling during the winter blahs!

e Recognize the source of true joy. When I
am spending time in God’s presence, I can
choose to be joyful, to speak gently and

cheerfully, and to recognize that I am blessed
to have this season with my children.
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e Recognize spiritual warfare for what it is. I had to be reminded
to take captive every harsh thought about my children, every self-
ish thought about my own entitlements in life, every self-pity-
ing thought about being a less-than-perfect homeschool mom. I
learned that the enemy really can’t take away my joy, but he sure
can influence me to give it up! If you are committed to raising war-
riors for God, your family is a target for battle, and you may want
to take inventory of your Ephesians 6 armor.

e Have a vision for your family, have realistic expectations of your
children, and have realistic expectations of yourself.

e Say no to some things. Think, pray, seek advice from people you re-
spect, and cut back if you are doing too much. If your husband says
you are too busy, pay attention.

® Once the children were old enough to be left home alone for
twenty minutes, my husband and I took walks or jogged together
most mornings. I found regular exercise classes also gave me a
good mental break and more energy.

e Have a quiet time in the morning before everyone gets up. When
your school day begins, work on the most important subjects
first—usually the skill subjects (language arts and math)—with
cach child. Do history and science only two to three days a week
in longer blocks of time. Focus on things you can do together
and projects that will bring the subject to life. Reevaluate your
outside activities. Stay home more.

e Itis helptful to build moments of joy into our day. Try praying for
your children as your fold their laundry. Treat yourself to a small
piece of chocolate after lunch. Meet a friend for a quick cup of
coffee during a piano lesson.

HELPFUL READING: “Stress to Strauss: A Symphony in No Time Flat” by Laura Bald-
win, “Your Home a Haven” by Joy Hayden, and “Stress-Reduced Homes: Tips from
Our Readers,” TVHE vol. 9, no. 4.
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(o s TIGHT BUDGET?

Borrow or rent books, use non-consumable books rather
than workbooks, use multi-level curriculum, and buy your
3 7 paper supplies in August when the price is lowest.
Some curricula provide an extensive book list, and wherever
possible, I borrowed these from the library.

We once had so little money that for two years all workbooks
were done on plastic sheet protectors so multiple children
could use them. What a pain, as they couldn’t keep their
assignments. But homeschooling on a tight budget can be
done, and it is still a privilege.

Don’t look too hard at homeschooling catalogs. Get what
you need, make do with what you have, and fill the gaps in
with faith—God will provide everything your children need
for their future.

The Internet has a plethora of free educational resources.
Scouring the Used Curriculum Sale at convention each year
as well as local homeschool co-op sales can also significantly
reduce the cost of curriculum.

Subscribe to HEAV’s weekly Updates and check out the
“Cool Sites” there and in the archived versions online. You
can get a LOT of free resources there.

HELPFUL READING: “Homeschooling on a Shoestring” by Vicki Bentley
(www.hslda.org/earlyyears/Shoestring.asp).

“Homeschooling on a Shoestring” by Terri Miller (www.heav.org
/resources/articles/stayingthecourse/homeschooling-on-a-shoestring).
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BAYSIDE’S 2011/2012 TESTING PROGRAM

CTB McGraw-Hill and Bayside offer the newer and better
TerraNova 1st Edition achievement test for this school year. This
1996 released test has updated 2005 norms and is available for
homeschool use. Now you can more accurately compare your
students to their peers, not their parents!

We have Elementary (K-5) and Senior (6-12) Guidebooks,
mailed upon receipt of your order, to help you prepare.

Mail a check or money order with your name, address, phone
number, test type (CB+, SV+, TCS/2) and your test week. Tell
us the grade level for each student. Note that you agree to
follow all CTB and Bayside instructions.

You can email your order information and pay with PayPal.
See our website for details.

We do our best but test weeks are not guaranteed. Prices are
subject to change. Orders may be revised but no refunds or
cancellations.

Why order the TerraNova (1996 with updated 2005 norms)
rather than an earlier (1970, 1986 or 1991) test edition?
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For more details, visit our website; then if you have
questions, email (preferred) or call graduated
homeschool parents Donny & Sandy Ball. You'll
wonder why you ever worried abq‘i,l‘ testing!

Bayside

School Services

Your best choice for homeschool

ACHIEVEMENT TESTS

Providing parent/teacher
administered tests since 1990

PO Box 250 Kill Devil Hills NC 27948

website www.baysideschoolservices.com

email orders@baysideschoolservices.com
voice messaging 800-723-3057

When publishers develop a new test edition, they analyze
curriculum materials being used across the country. This
provides the publisher with a comprehensive view of the goals
that are guiding the teachers’ instruction of students.

Test questions are then constructed that would demonstrate
the students’ ability to apply concepts and skills that will reflect
achievement in the specific subjects. Most homeschools utilize
recent curricula. Thus the newer edition will more accurately
indicate the students’ achievement.

PRICES FOR TEST WEEKS IN 2011/2012
TerraNova $55 Complete Battery Plus or Survey Plus
Either form can be administered as Basic Skills
TCS/2 $60 (Cognitive Skills 1Q test)

Order by grade level (not an achievement test)

TerraNova Guidebooks $7.50 each
Elementary for Grades K-5, Senior for Grades 6-12

THANKS FOR TESTING WITH BAYSIDE!
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HOME ORGANIZATION?
e I recently heard orgaMsh say, “Finish the cy-

cle.” He means take every task through to its end—don’t leave chores
unfinished. That includes little things such as putting recycling in
the bin immediately, putting laundry away completely, putting the
scissors back in the drawer. He says that if you open it, close it; if you
take it out, put it back; etc. Don’t think to yourself, “I’ll do it later.”
Do it now; do it completely. Train your children to do the same.

e Allow each person so much space and no more. When that space
is full (and that doesn’t include messy or overflowing), they have
to discard or donate before they get anything else. Don’t make the
mistake of adding more storage bins—use only the space you have
already allotted. This should be the rule for clothing, toys, craft
supplies, decorations, books, papers, and everything else.

e Take care of the things that bother you the most. Before your
school day begins, have everyone do one or two simple jobs:
making their beds, loading or unloading the dishwasher, taking
out the trash, feeding the pets, gathering the laundry, etc. Use
charts and give stars or stamps, not only for the job but also for
good attitudes! Then start your academic day.

e I have a clean-as-you-go policy. I ask my family members to

look back when they leave a room and say to themselves, “Is
this room/kitchen/desk as clean (or cleaner) than when I came
in?” If not, they take a few minutes and do the job. It’s much
casier and faster to keep something clean than to clean up a huge
mess—and mess always breeds more mess!

SPECIAL CONVENTION FEATURE:
CRYSTAL CREEK MEDIA’S FILM CAMP

Interested in filmmaking, but don’t know where to start? In this

r workshop, students will learn the basi riptwriting,
boarding, film shooting, and editing a motion
on winning your audience and stay rue to

in a world-influe medinm! *¥An additional fee

applies; www.heav.org for re ation information.

e Institute the “five-minute rule.” Give everyone a five-minute heads-
up before dinner, and have them clean up as much as they can in
that time. Even unfinished projects can at least be tidied up.

® We used our kitchen and family room for much of our homeschooling,
and although we didn’t have a dedicated school room, we did have
one location for all our books and school supplies. We always returned
them to their “home” and knew where to find them the next day.

e Don't buy anything until you know where you will keep it. Store
materials within easy reach. Get rid of stuff you haven't used in a few
years, unless there is a younger child who may grow into it.

HELPFUL READING: “Stressless Organization” by Marilyn Rocket, TVHE, vol. 13,
no. 2. “Housework Makes You Ugly” by Debbie Bowen, TVHE, vol. 14. no. 4. Con-

fessions of an Organized Homemaker and Confessions of o Happily Organized Family

by Deneice Schofield.
Two excellent organization articles by Vicki Bentley are available at www.hslda.org
/courtreport/V25N6,/V25N611.asp and www.hslda.org/earlyyears/Organize.asp.

Worth seeing. Worth remembering.
Worth passing on.

Students arriving here will enjoy special, guided tours
featuring hands-on activities, all designed to make the colonial
emotions and dramas come alive in a way that’s fun,
educational, and interactive. Don’t miss this chance to help your
kids gain insights they’ll want to pass on to children of
their own someday. Visits can be tailored to include lodging,
dining, 18th-century tavern meals, and entertainment.

Join us for an exclusive Spring Homeschooler Experience Event,
February 11 through February 26, 2012.
Colonial Williamsburg offers exclusive pricing for
homeschoolers year-round on programs and a wide variety
of books, DVDs, and teaching resources.

To plan a trip or make reservations, call 1-800-280-8039,
email grouptours@cwf.org, or visit colonialwilliamsburg.com/homeschoolers

You

Follow us on ﬁ Lt o

Be part of the story.
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HOMESCHOOLING
\\Z

HOW CAN I MOTIVATE

UNCOOPERATIVE,

IRRESPONSIBLE STUDENTS?

e Pray. Listen for clues about what moti-
vates them. Remind them school is their
work and their calling, and they have a
duty to do their best. Discipline them for
not doing their work. Privileges should
be taken away if children don’t complete
assigned tasks. Get a good friend to help
with some subjects or areas if needed.

e Sometimes an uncooperative student has
a very stubborn parent. If a child learns
differently or wants to try something else,
discuss it. If you are too emotional to dis-
cuss it without getting upset, let the other
parent or a good friend do it. One wise
person told us to pick two things that the
children must do (math and writing; smile
and chores; go to bed by ten and clean your
room—whatever pushes your buttons the
most). I made a list of twenty things that
were pushing my buttons and realized that
picking two would bring a lot of healing. I
think I picked to be pleasant and complete
daily assignments by midnight. I gave up
clean rooms, family morning times, and a
whole lot of other things. It was better and
helped us get to a real solution.

e Look for the cause of this behavior. There
are times when children are uncooperative
because they are in rebellion and testing
you—and you HAVE to stay at it and dis-
cipline them so they learn obedience, first
to you, and ultimately to God. There is a
lot more at stake than just getting moti-
vated or getting the task done.

HOW DO WE TEACH CHILDREN

TO BE INDEPENDENT LEARNERS,

LOVE LEARNING, AND OWN THEIR

OWN EDUCATION?

e If we are excited about learning, they will
be too. If we show them how to look up
the answer to a question, then next time
they can do it on their own. Don’t be afraid
to follow a rabbit trail if there’s something
that piques your child’s interest.

e Nurture their curiosity. Children are born
wanting to learn. Ask—and welcome—

16 THE VIRGINIA HOME EDUCATOR |

questions. Teach them to research and
how to evaluate websites wisely. As they
get older, give them bigger projects built
around their interests.

Make it easy for children to correct their
own work in skill areas such as math.
Consider giving them their own plan-
ners with assignments listed so they
can move forward at their own pace,
or try Sue DPatrick’s workbox system
(www.workboxsystem.com).
Categorize materials into “learning sta-
tions” to make self-study more user-
friendly. Some items to include might
be cassettes or CDs, supplemental work-
books or coloring books, games, and
books on related topics.

THE WORK AND
HAVE EVERYTHING
CHECKED AND
CORRECTED IN
FOUR DAYS,
THEY CAN HAVE
FRIDAY OFF!

e Remember that children do what you in-

spect, not necessarily what you expect, so
stay nearby and available.

Let children pursue interests indepen-
dently, make time for the things they are
interested in, and enjoy their discover-
ies with them. One daughter wanted to
know all the major wars of history but
didn’t have time. When you have a kid
who needs time to learn something of
interest, suspend the writing assignments
for two weeks and let him have time to
research, work in the woodshop, etc.

Let middle or high school students work
with you on their high school plan, decid-
ing which subjects they want to schedule
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for each year. Give them their own plan
book with a five-day schedule and assign-
ments. Tell them if they can complete the
work and have everything checked and
corrected in four days, they can have Fri-
day off! Who doesn’t want a three-day
weekend? This is a great motivator for the
student and a blessing for you, too! You
can even talk to them about taking college
classes as a high school homeschooler (dual
enrollment) or graduating a year early if all
their classes are finished. Also, encourage
them to get a part-time job, volunteer, or
do community service. Being with other
people is often a good motivator.

HOW DO WE TRAIN OUR CHILDREN
TO HAVE A BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW
AND HAVE GODLY CHARACTER?

e A biblical worldview does not come from a
course; it comes from Deuteronomy 6:5-7:
“Love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength. These commandments that
I give you today are to be on your hearts.
Impress them on your children. Talk about
them when you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you lie down
and when you get up” (NIV ’84).

So, to train your children to have a bibli-
cal worldview, talk about everything, all the
time, from God’s perspective. And in order
to know God’s perspective yourself, you as
parents should be in a serious Bible study.

e Talk it out! Expose them to the truth,
truth, truth of the Scriptures and point
out the fallacies in the worldviews that
aren’t accurate as you go along. As your
children get older, they should be able to
do that. Make the discussions difficult—
those are good for the parent, too.

e Let them see and hear you applying the
Word to the news, the movies you watch,
the novels you read, and the songs you lis-
ten to. Read and discuss great literature.
My favorite Christian author is Jane Aus-
ten, who shows her faith more than she
tells it. She helped my son learn to study
character. After my son discovered that one
friendly, funny homeschooled boy wanted
him to join in insulting people and sneak-
ing, my son told me, “He’s a Wickham,”
remembering the charming, self-serving
character in Pride and Prejudice.

e [ strongly recommend choosing your cur-
riculum wisely! (Do your research, and
choose programs and books written by
experts who share your worldview.) Then
read together, learn together, and discuss
the issues together with your children.



HOW DO | BALANCE MOM

VERSUS TEACHER ROLES?

® You can’t separate the two; God made
you to be both. The first time teaching
is mentioned in the Bible is in reference
to a parent teaching his family. In Gen-
esis 18:19, God chose Abraham because
he knew he would “command” his fam-
ily to keep His ways. Being a mom and
a teacher means you have a high calling:
a calling to “command” or teach them.
There is no one who will love them more
than you, be willing to correct them
consistently, teach them godly values,
train them in the right way, or mentor
them by example. And you get to do this
while you are teaching them academics!

e For me there was no dividing line be-
tween these two roles. I didn’t lecture
like a schoolroom teacher; our home-
school atmosphere was a natural exten-
sion of parenting.

e Don’t homeschool 24-7. By that, I mean
don’t correct their grammar every wak-
ing hour, don’t drill math all day, and
don’t feel obliged to make them analyze
everything you read or watch together.
Have some down time. Laugh. Do fun
things together. But when you teach, put
on your teacher face and voice. Don’t let

them wiggle out of their responsibilities,
no matter how cute or funny they are.

e Balancing roles is casier when children
are younger. For the older ones, start
stepping out of teacher into advisor and
facilitator. Let children fail with conse-
quences and not with your anger.

HOW CAN I HAVE A LIFE OF MY OWN

WHEN I’'M WITH THE KIDS 24/7?

e | participated in a weekly morning ladies’
Bible study in a church that had a children’s
program. I also belonged to a monthly eve-
ning book club. I suggest you choose one or
two activities that you love, and work with
your husband or friend to do child care so
you can go to them. Schedule the activities
on the calendar and remind everyone when
they are coming up. Don’t think you are
too tired to go. Freshen up and leave the
house—it will do wonders for you, and that
means it will do wonders for your family.

e Homeschooling was my life and I loved it.
But I do “re-juice” by being alone, so we had
quiet afternoon times. They were usually
only fifteen minutes long, but still worth it.

e Make it a point to assign work if anyone
follows you to the laundry room. Very
quickly, you’ll be able to set up a camp
chair in there and read a good book!

e Remember that your life isn’t over if you can’t

do all the things you want to do. Children
do grow up, and you will have more time.

Make breaks. Ask your spouse to take the
kids a few hours a week, preferably at a regu-
lar time you can count on. Trade babysitting
with a friend. Enjoy fifteen-minute micro-
breaks: on the phone, with a book, online
with a support group, on short walks, etc.

e With careful planning, I had a couple of

evenings a week to pursue other interests.
The mobility and flexibility of our home-
schooling also allowed us to travel (we of-
ten camped) during the off-season. We just
packed our books and took them with us.
There are seasons of life, some more chal-
lenging than others. Right now you're in
a season of mentoring and teaching and
training your children. While we’re in the
midst of homeschooling, diapers, crying
children, and arguing siblings, it’s hard
to see the value of our everyday routine.
But it’s really one of the most important
times to be there for our children. This
season will soon be gone, and you will
look back on it with joy or regret. Re-
gardless, you can never get it back.

HELPFUL READING: Sce “The Myth of Me-Time” by
Crystal Paine (2012 convention speaker!) at www.heav.org
/resources/articles/housekeeping,/the-myth-of-me-time.

fié ; 7% 17 LN R
Gio from “l want” to “I will
at John Tyler Community College. I want to get ahead by going to
college now. I will do that at John Tyler Community College, which

gives home-schooled students the opportunity to start college while still
completing high-school level work.

Want to get ahead? Find out how. Visit www.jtcc.edu/admissions.

JOHN

CommuNITY COLLEGE

Campuses in Chester and Midlothian « For information, call 804-706-5211 or 804-594-1544.
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Online Algebra

Placement Test
Is Your Student
Ready for Algebra 1?

somtemsoses | L | Based on 25 years of
testing experience,
= Seton Testing Services
| introduces an online
Algebra Placement
Test (APT). The test is
a quick and easy way
toassessyour student’s
math levels and see if
he or she is prepared
for Algebra 1.

BONUS Free Redo. Your student may
retake the test for free within 30 days of

first testing. VES NO

The cost is only $15.00 ® O

Evaluates your student’s
math level ® O

Provides an
easy-to-understand analysis ® O

Covers nineteen essential
concepts e O

Displays sample problems
and solutions.

Seton Testing Service

1350 Progress Drive (800) 542-1066
Front Royal, VA 22630 (888) 282-7806 (fax)

Internet: www.setontesting.com
E-mail: testing(@setontesting.com

Standardized Tests
Available for
Homeschoolers

Frequently
Asked
Questions

Do we provide achievement
tests for K-122 ®

Do we have year round

service?

Are the tests easy to
administer?

Will results be returned
quickly?

Are these tests
nationally normed?

Is the cost still only $25¢

Seton Testing Service

1350 Progress Drive (800) 542-1066
Front Royal, VA 22630 (888) 282-7806 (fax)

Internet: www.setontesting.com
E-mail: testing(@setontesting.com



www.setontesting.com

Welcome to Euro Motorcars, Your Sprinter Dealer

A HUNDRED YEARS OF VAN EXPERIENCE COMES STANDARD.

With ROOM for a large family, cargo, and flexibility, the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter adds style to transportation.

The Mercedes-Benz Sprinter’s design allows it to handle any job in the most EFFICIENT manner. By using
less fuel and intelligently designed controls for easy operation, travel can now be done with less stress and
strain on you and the environment.

The Mercedes-Benzg Sprinter has peace of mind in its design. Its innovative SAFETY features ensure that you
and your “precious cargo” arrive to any destination safe and sound.

We invite you to visit us for an experience like no other. Come test drive a Sprinter at Euro Motorcars in
Bethesda today.

~

FaroMotorcars @ 2 /
P Mercedes-Benz — ey yoynsrere

7020 Arlington Rd., Bethesda, MD 20814 301-652-9000 main

www.bethesdasprinter.com
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St

& COLLEGE

WHAT TYPE OF RECORDS DO WE NEED TO KEEP FOR

HOMESCHOOLING?

e Each year of school (including elementary grades), put together a
portfolio of your school calendar, books read, course descriptions
with materials used, samples of your child’s best work in different
subjects (particularly math and English), grades (including your
grading scale), projects and achievements, field trips, photos, an-
nual test scores or evaluations, and volunteer hours.

® You can use HEAV’s new transcript service (www.heav.org
/resources/transcript.html). Print out the worksheet and fill it
out as your student works through high school.

HELPFUL READING: www.hslda.org/earlyyears/Records.asp

WHAT ARE THE HIGH SCHOOL COURSE REQUIREMENTS?
e There are no particular course requirements for homeschool
graduation. However, a typical high school plan that would pre-
pare a student for college might include some or all of the follow-
ing type courses over four years (grades nine to twelve):
4 years English 4 years math
4 years science 2-4 years foreign language
1 year U.S. history 1 year world history
1 year geography 1 year government,/economics
1 year art or music
1 year health/PE Y2 year computer science
e The most important thing to do is what God is calling you to do

with your children. If He wants them to get in to college, they’ll

1 year philosophy or religion

get in with the courses you are led to design for them. Someone I
knew decided not to do a foreign language with her son because
she felt God said no—and even though it was a requirement, the
college waived it.

HELPFUL READING: “How to Create a High School Transcript” by Janice Campbell,
TVHE, vol. 14, no. 2.

See www.heav.org/basicinfo/highschool/index.html and look at the Q&A
section of www.heav.org/resources/transcript.html.

Homeschool driver training courses, instructions, and forms are available at
www.heav.org/law/high-school/drivered /driveredinfo_home.html.

CAN WE DO COLLEGE FROM HOME?

® Yes. One option is to have your children enroll in community
college. (They can do this dual enrolled while in high school or
wait until after graduation.) A benefit of community college is
that there are many ages in the class, including adults return-
ing to school. There isn’t a dorm environment, so no one hangs
around. Students go to class and then come home.

¢ Your children can also do college credit by exam (CLEP) and online

courses. Two Christian Virginia schools offering online courses are
Liberty University and Regent University. Excelsior College in Al-
bany, New York, offers flexible, non-resident degree programs.

HELPFUL READING: “Homeschooling Your College Student” by Janice Campbell,
TVHE, vol. 10, no. 1.
Sce also www.onlinecolleges.org.

20 THE VIRGINIA HOME EDUCATOR | WINTER 201 |

WHAT IF WE WANT OUR STUDENT TO BE ABLE TO

APPLY TO A HIGHLY COMPETITIVE COLLEGE?

e Look at the college admission requirements as early as when the
child is in seventh grade. Get four years of foreign language and
four years of math. Too many homeschoolers think getting to
Algebra 2 is “a strong math background.” It is not. If you, per-
sonally, struggle in math, find someone to help you. Don’t wait.

e The fastest track for children to be considered for a highly compet-
itive school is a high PSAT score. A “semi-finalist” rating on the
test will bring your high scorer letters from every Ivy League col-
lege out there. Of course, the students will also need comparable
SAT scores and high grades (and they can get into a competitive
school with just those, if their PSAT doesn’t do it). Students may
also need to take two to three subject-specific SAT IT tests.

Highly competitive schools also want to see a variety of ac-
tivities on the student’s resume, including significant and consistent
volunteer hours, leadership positions in some kinds of organizations
(sports, youth group, clubs, Scouts, etc.), special skills or awards,
and something unique. Two of my children went to highly competi-
tive schools. One of the questions on my son’s application was, “We
pride ourselves in diversity. Our students are from all over the world
and bring many different abilities to our school. What will you bring
that no one else can offer?” Can your student answer that?

e Keep excellent records of high school work; create a high school
diploma; take SAT practice tests more than once (at home with
a book); take some Advanced Placement (AP) courses or dual
enroll in a community college for a few courses; and take initia-
tive/leadership in an area of interest (starting a business or char-
ity, getting a job or internship, etc.).

HELPFUL READING: “Building a College Resume” by Jason M. Smith, TVHE, vol. 10, no. 1.

WHAT OPTIONS ARE THERE BESIDES COLLEGE?

e Apprenticeships, community college, and work. Network: Who
do you know who might be hiring, or who wants a young gofer?

e There are very helpful websites online:
Go to www.self-directed-search.com and take the test to help
with career decisions. The site www.occupationalinfo.org lists
every job in the United States, what the job requirements are,
and what educational level is needed.

Two sites that discuss apprenticeships in Virginia are
www.doli.virginia.gov/apprenticeship/pdfs/DOLI%20
Apprenticeship%20Brochure.pdf and www.doli.virginia.gov
/apprenticeship/active_occupations.cfm.

HELPFUL READING: “What it College Isn’t for Me?” by Kaity Baldwin, TVHE, vol. 10, no. 1.
Careers without College by Rick Boyer (www.thelearningparent.com/products
.asp?cat=5&product=9).
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Take a test. Earn college credit.
Save thousands of dollars on college tuition.

The UExcel credit-by-examination program gives your homeschool student the chance to turn academic
knowledge into undergraduate credit on transcripts, saving thousands of dollars in college tuition.

Eight Subjects — Calculus, College Writing, Psychology,
Physics, Political Science, Spanish Language, Statistics and
Sociology — earn up to 6 credits in each subject.

Prove College Readiness — UExcel helps homeschool students
demonstrate they are ready for college-level coursework.

Convenient — Schedule at nearly 4,200 global test centers and
receive grade immediately after taking the exam.

Help your homeschool student earn the
undergraduate credit they deserve. Learn more at

www.UExcelTest.com/homeschool

| _EXCELSIOR
~' COLLEGE.

Start to Finish™

ry Baldwin

Iit's one thing when
you expect more from her.

Iit's another when
she expects more from herself.

Program for the Exceptionally Gifted
The only residen n of its d in the nation, PEG o
) Jegin their college

College Academy
s 16 or 17 yee f

jurrements in

Mary Baldwin b

Come disc

school a C expectations at MBC
To leam more call 540-887-7324
or e-mail EarlyCollege@mbc.edu
www.mbc.edu/EarlyCollege

boldlybaldwin

Mary Baldwin College

The confidence to lead...
the compassion to serve...
the courage to change the world.
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JOIN HEAYV TODAY!

Want to advertise here? HEAV members receive a free ad!

Check your mailing label to find if you are a member and when your membership expires.

UNIQUE ALL-OCCASIONS GIFT IDEAS!
Browse through 100s of beautiful scenic, floral, and nature photographs by Seth Fisher in three sizes of prints and
high-quality, blank note cards at throughmylensphotography.com.

Attention! Been putting off a family picture? Having a special event? Need a portrait for the holidays?
Give us a call at 757-877-6902 for on-location photography!

ALL DONATIONS
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

(VISIT US ON THE WEB AT WWW.HEAV.CRG
OR CALL US AT B0O4-278-9200.)

N Luxury Cabin Rentals
Gatlinburg & Pigeon Forge, TN
Homeschool Discounts
SmokyMountainViews.com
877-HIS-GRACE (877-447-4722)
heav@SmokyMountain Views.com

%9 Judi Munday, M.A., M.Ed.
Special Education Consultant
1-on-1 End of Year Evaluations
Diagnostic Testing for LD
Student Education Plans & Consultations
VA Certified
learn@helpinschool.net http://www.helpinschool.net
757-482-5709

HISTORIC HOME OFFERS SUSTAINABLE LIVING!
T $599,900 = LO7580112 6 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths = 39505
' Rodeffer Road, Lovettsville, VA = Gracious Room Sizes =
Barn, Smoke House, Spring House, Pond, Creek = 2-Room
Cottage (brings $750/MO rent) » Offered by The Yahner
Group LLC = Keller Williams Realty = 20130 Lakeview Center
Plaza, Ashburn, VA » 703-430-1116 (Office)

ATTENTION
MOMS OR DADS!
Make a Difference
Work from Home
540-972-4270

AFTER SCHOOL MUSIC
Richmond, VA = In-your-home Piano, Guitar &

CERTIFIED SPANISH/FRENCH TEACHER seeking students in
Northern VA area. Master of Arts degree in both French and Spanish.

Drum Lessons= $25.00 per 1/2 hour s Homeschool
daytime hours: 9:00 to 2:00 = Evening hours: 5:00
to 9:00 = Contact Frank Phillips @ 804-364-1855.

Over 20 years of experience teaching foundations of languages. Will work
individually or in groups. Experienced in Gifted and Special-Needs students.
Contact Deb Dorney at dard58@msn.com or 703-730-6326.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.HEAV.ORG!

HEAV IS A &
EDUCATIO

ON-PROFIT
GANIZATION.

Merny Christmas to AL fram.
SHIRLEY
PLANTATION

e

= Christmas Open House
December 3, 2011

Christmas Tours
December 3, 2011 - January 6, 2012

www.shirleyplantation.com * 1-800-232-1613
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Greater Richmond
HOMESCHOOL

SYANIBYANIBAGIS (@]

*Weekly rehearsals

*Grouped \according
to age and ability

*Concerts and performances

*Daytime instruction

*Multiple family member
discounts

(o]

E

www.grsm.net/homeschool
inffo@grsm.net

(804)427-7747
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www.regent.edu/homeschool

HOME 12 EDUCATORS
ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA

2248 G Dabney Road * P.O.Box 6745 + Richmond,VA 23230

CONVENTION

InFo INSIDE!
Pages3 & 12

Train up a child in the way he should go...

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 297
Richmond,VA 23230
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DON’'T WAIT ForIr.
REACH For1T.

V/ISIT CLUIMBHIGHER.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION.

At Bryan College, you’ll be challenged and
encouraged to pursue your calling with passion—no

matter what that may be, or where it might take you.
When we talk about integrating a Biblical worldview into
a top-quality education, we’re really making a promise
that no matter what, we will keep Christ above all. Bryan
offers you numerous opportunities to explore faith in a
safe environment while empowering you with academic
excellence. Bryan College is a place where living out God's
plan becomes a shared experience and reaching those new
heights becomes a daily adventure. Don’t wait for it—reach
for it! Visit climbhigher.com today!

721 Bryan Drive  Dayton, TN 37321



www.climbhigher.com

